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Ruth Huber, Co-Artistic Director, Composer-in-Residence
Ruth Huber was instrumental in founding both RWC and Tapestry 
Singers (the Austin Women’s Chorus). She holds three music degrees, 
including a Master of Music in Composition from the San Francisco 
Conservatory,  and has studied conducting at San Jose State University.  
Her compositions and songs have won awards from the American 
Choral Directors Association, the San Francisco ArtSong Competition, 
and the Austin Music Umbrella Songwriters Competition, and she 
receives commissions from choral groups around the country. A 
certified member of Music Teachers National Association, she teaches 
piano, serves as Music Director for Campbell United Congregational 
Church and resides in San Jose with her wife, Brenda Meng, and an 
assortment of adorable cats.

Betsy Wagner, Co-Artistic Director, Choralographer
Betsy Wagner has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Music Education with 
a dual major in voice and piano from Louisiana Tech University in 
Ruston, LA. She has been teaching music to students in grades K-12 
since 1978. Since coming to the Bay Area in 1990, she has built an 
award-winning choir program at Morrill Middle School in San Jose. 
Betsy has been singing with Rainbow Women’s Chorus since 1997 
and has been co-director since 2000. She creates the choralography for 
RWC performances and, in the fall of 2003, helped found RWC’s small 
ensemble, Vocal InFusion. According to her mom, her natural musical 
ability showed up at the early age of two, when she played “Twinkle, 
Twinkle Little Star” by ear on her toy piano.

Doug Forsyth, Accompanist
Doug Forsyth graduated from Willamette University in Salem, Oregon, 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Music, concentrating on piano 
performance. He has performed as a singer and an intrumentalist 
with the Silicon Valley Gay Men’s Chorus, and he has accompanied 
numerous other performers and choruses. He is appreciated by both 
chorus and drectors for his unfailing musicianship. Mr Forsyth was 
accompanist for RWC from 1998 through 2009 and has generously 
agreed to replace Kathy Disney, our regular accompanist, while she is on 
temporary leave. We are very lucky to have him.

Rainbow Women’s Chorus Staff



Chorus Volunteers
Chorus Contact: Eileen Hamper
Databases: Marnie Singer 
Grants and Fundraising: Margaret Lindberg, 

Eileen Hamper, Mary Alice Edson,  
Marjorie Pearson and Marion Steeg

Facebook Page: Marnie Singer
Membership: Laurie Pepin
Music Librarian: Gloria Perkins
Performance Booking: Jan Blossom
Tax Returns and legal advice: Sally Cooperrider
Wardrobe Mistress: Jan Blossom

Action Circle  
(Board of Directors)

President: Kathleen Eagan
Vice President: Laurie Pepin 
Treasurer: Laurie Ellsworth
Secretary: Eileen Hamper
Members at Large: 

Mary Alice Edson
 Eileen Soeder
 Larry Edson

Bookkeeper: Evon Wise
Website: Greg Elmensdorp

Sopranos                                                   
Gloria Perkins                                               
Eileen Soeder 
Jan Blossom 
Karen Parker
Margaret Lindberg
Marjorie Pearson
Mary Alice Edson
Mary Wall
Roxanne Arnold
Ruth Huber*
Sari Van Otegham
Tracy Popenhagen

* Artistic Directors 

Altos
Betsy Wagner*
Eileen Hamper
Jackie Jolly
Janice Peterson 
Jean Hogan 
Joanna DeSa
Kim Wallace
Laurie Pepin
Laurie Willis
Lily Kuo 
Marion Steeg
Marnie Singer
Nancy Arvold
PJ Turnham
Sally Cooperrider

Singers Concert Production Staff
Decorations: Mary Alice Edson, Larry Edson, 

Roxanne Arnold
Concert Volunteers: Al & Winn, Laurie Ells-

worth, Larry Edson, Jeannie LeBaron, 
Corbett O’Toole and Peg Reterink 

Production Manager: Laurie Pepin
Program Design and Layout: Eileen Hamper
Sound: Charles Ryan 
Stage Manager: Brian Singer
Printing: Laurie Ellsworth
Ticket Distribution: Mary Alice Edson 
Program Notes composed by our singers.

In addition, all of the members of the Chorus 
contributed to every aspect of producing this 
concert for you.
We also always depend on the unflagging 
support of our friends, family, partners, and 
many others. We couldn’t do this without you!

We mourn the loss of our dear friend in song, Dennise Brown.

Kathleen Eagan, Vilma Perry and Kim 
Daniel are on leave.



Big THANKS to Our Donors!
Thanks from the bottom of our musical hearts 
to the following donors for their support: 
$500+
Micki & Becky, Anne Hansen, Eileen Hamper, 
Laurie Ellsworth, Anonymous

$100 - $500
Betsy Wagner, Bettie Owen, Jan Blossom, Jan T. 
Guffey, Joyce Sogg, Kate Engelberg, Katherine 
Dawson, Kathleen Eagan, Kathy Madden, Linda 
Agler and Lynne McLaughlin, Margaret Lindberg, 
Margie Streuble, Niki Davis, Northwest Leather 
Conference, Renee Jones, Richard Nancarrow, 
Roberta Gonzales Gregg, Eileen and Sher, Terry 
Shoup  

Contributors
Brian Kuhn, Brian Singer, C. A, Looper, Diane 
James, E.C. and L.L. Wong, Ellyn Wood, Gerri 
Hettenbach, Jackie Jolly, Joanna Hill, John 
Haselden, Julie Ann Vargas Meneses, Kerry 
Newkirk, Lee Ann Slaton & Gary Schaffer, Lois 
and Kenneth Gerchman, Lynne Miller, Marjorie 
Pearson, Mary Alice Edson, Nancy Arvold, Peg 
Chappars, Phyllis Chai, Ruth Huber

Grants and Corporate contributions
Apple, Horizons Foundation, Silicon Valley 
Creates, County of Santa Clara

We sincerely apologize if we left your name off 
the list.

	 SALLY	COOPERRIDER
	 Attorney	at	Law

Family	Law	Mediation	&	Collaborative	Law
Estate	Planning							Domestic	Partnerships

142	George	St.,	San	Jose,	CA	95110
www.Cooperriderlaw.com

(408)	287-7717



We Rise Again
Songs of Peace, Protest and Freedom

Set 1
Hymn to Freedom

Words by Harriette Hamilton, Music by Oscar 
Peterson, Arranged by Seppo Hovi 

Pride (In the Name of Love)
Words by Bono and The Edge, Music by U2, 
Arranged by Mark Brymer

We Shall Overcome/ Lean on Me
“Lean on Me” Words and Music by Bill With-
ers.
“We Shalll Overcome” musical and lyrical 
adaptation byt Zilphia Horton, Frank Hamilton, 
Guy Caraway and Pete Seeger. 

Never Sit Down
Traditional, from ”Sit Down, Sister,” Arranged 
by Gwyneth Walker. 

Song for Malala  
Music by Ruth Huber, Lyrics based on a speech 
to the United Nations by Malala Yousafzai

The Human Heart
Words by Lynn Ahrens, Music by Stephen 
Flaherty, Arranged by Andy Beck

Choose to Bless the World
Words from a poem by Rev. Rebecca Parker, 
Additional words by Nick Page

 Additional Performance Credits
Piano accompanist: Doug Forsyth, assisted by Doug McGrath on “Choose to Bless the World”

Set 2
On Justice, Truth and Peace

Composed by Amy F. Bernon.

If You’re Out There  
Words and Music by John Stephens, DeVon 
Harris, Kawan Prather and Marcus Bryant, 
Arranged by Mark Brymer.

The Great Peace March 
Words and Music by Holly Near, Arranged by 
Anne Albritton

It Isn’t Nice 
Composed by Malvina Reynolds
The Minority Report: Nancy Arvold, Marnie 
Singer, Jan Blossom

My Rainbow Race
Words and music by Pete Seeger 
Group members: Lily Kuo, Nancy Arvold, Jan 
Blossom, Sally Cooperrider, Marnie Singer 

Where Have All the Flowers Gone 
Music by Pete Seeger with words he adapted 
from a Russian folk song, Arranged by Mark G. 
Sirett

We Rise Again
Words and music by Leon Dubinsky, Arranged by 
Lydia Adams. 



Hymn to Freedom  (Nancy Arvold)
Born in Canada in 1925, Oscar Peterson is 
probably best known for being a jazz pianist, 
although he composed several choral pieces in 
his later career. “Hymn to Freedom” was writ-
ten in 1962 at the urging of a friend to satisfy 
the “unquenchable thirst for the early blues 
feel,” through a song with the simplicity that 
personified a form of a “Baptist-type” Negro 
spiritual. After it was completed, Peterson felt 
lyrics would complement the music, and asked 
Harriette Hamilton to write them, to “express 
in very simple language the hope for unity, 
peace and dignity for mankind.” “Hymn to 
Freedom” became an international anthem to 
the Civil Rights Movement, and is the unofficial 
anthem of youth choirs throughout the world.

Pride (Lily Kuo) 
“Pride (In the Name of Love)” was  released on 
Bono and the Edge’s 1984 album1984 album, 
The Unforgettable Fire. Written about Mar-
tin Luther King Jr., the song received mixed 
critical reviews at the time, but it was a ma-
jor commercial success for the band and has 
since become one of the band’s most popular 
songs. The song contains an incorrect reference 
to King’s shooting as “Early morning, April 
4,” when it actually occurred after 6 p.m. The 
lyricist, Bono, acknowledges the error and in 
live performances he occasionally changes the 
lyric to “Early evening...”

We Shall Overcome/ Lean on Me 
(Margaret Lindberg)
The pairing of “We Shall Overcome “with 
“Lean on Me” is an intriguing one. “We Shall 
Overcome,” which begins and ends this song, 

is “…inspired by African American gospel 
singing; members of the Food and Tobacco 
Workers Union, Charleston, SC; and the 
southern Civil Rights Movement.” On the 
other hand, “Lean on Me” was a popular song 
written in 1972. It is pos-
sible that taken together, 
the lyrics of these two 
songs point to a success-
ful recipe for previous 
political struggles such as 
securing the women’s vote, 
the repeal of Jim Crow laws, regulating child 
labor, ending the war in Vietnam and so on. It 
is also a recipe for current struggles such as 
gay and lesbian marriage, a humane immigra-
tion policy, providing a living wage and a fairer 
distribution of income. “We Shall Overcome” 
offers the optimism and unity needed for mass 
political action; “Lean on Me” reminds us that 
we need to deeply support each other in order 
to sustain these efforts.

Never Sit Down! (Nancy Arvold)
Based on “Sit Down Sister,” from the a cap-
pella suite The Spirit of Women, “Never Sit 
Down” is inspired by traditional American 
spirituals that portray women of strength, cour-
age, and character. Walker wrote the contem-
porary lyrics of “Never Sit Down!” to focus 
on the energy and celebration of women newly 
experiencing the freedom of equality. The song 
refers to heroic women of the past who worked 
for women’s rights and “didn’t sit down!” The 
energy of the women is expressed by the rest-
less “walking bass” pattern sung by the altos, 
and the upper voices “movin’ around” above. 
Throughout the song the women are challenged 

Program Notes
(These notes were researched and written by our singers. Their names follow the song title)



by a would-be detractor trying unsuccessfully 
to coax the women to give up their protests. 
But they refuse, reminding us as well that we 
can’t sit down.

Song for Malala (Ruth Huber)
On October 9, 2012, Malala Yousafzey was 
shot by a Taliban gunman as she boarded 
her school bus in northwest Pakistan. After 
recovering from her grievous wounds, Malala 
spoke at the United Nations in July of 2013, 
calling on world leaders to ensure universal 
education, protect the rights of women and 
children, reject violence and work for peace. 
When Ms. Huber heard her courageous and 
impassioned words, she was inspired to write 
this piece, crafting the lyrics from the parts of 
the speech that leapt out at her. In October, the 
17-year-old Yousafzai became the youngest-
ever co-recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize. 
She continues to speak out, write, and work in 
support of education for all.

The Human Heart (Betsy Wagner)
The Human Heart is from the 1990 musi-
cal, Once On This Island, a rousing, Calypso 
flavored tale of one small girl who finds love in 
a world of prejudice. This story is based on My 
Love, My Love, a 1985 novel by Rosa Guy.  It 
incorporates elements of Romeo and Juliette, 
and Hans Christian Anderson’s Little Mermaid.  
The Human Heart is sung at the point in the 
story where the two star-crossed lovers realize 
they love each other.

Choose to Bless the World: (Marnie Singer)
Rev. Rebecca Parker is a theologian, former 
president of Starr King School for the Ministry, 
and co-author of four books, including Bless-
ing the World: What Can Save Us Now. Nick 
Page is a composer, songleader, and teacher 
with an infectious enthusiasm for bringing 

people together through music. When writ-
ing this marvelous piece, he began with words 
from Parker’s poem, wrote additional words of 
his own, and wove in musical elements from 
both Jubilate Deo and his Niska Banja (last 
performed by RWC in 2003). He wrote, “This 
piece is for all of us…. We can choose to be 
complacent, or we can choose to be involved. 
Rev. Parker’s words urge us to live with a 
moral purpose.”

Set 2
On Justice, Truth and Peace  (Margaret 
Lindberg)
This an a capella piece, in both 
Hebrew and English, was com-
missioned in 2004, but the text 
is drawn from the Bible and 
other ancient sources. The re-
petitive murmurs in the middle 
of the song are reminiscent of 
the hum of soft prayers in a synagogue. The 
song’s message states that on these three 
things–justice, truth and peace–the whole 
world stands. This is an idea especially rel-
evant to the endless Arab-Israeli conflict or 
to hostilities anywhere in the world. If these 
words were heeded, somewhere the first 
steps to lasting peace could begin.

If You’re Out There (Lily Kuo)

“If You’re Out There,” sung by John Legend, 
was released digitally on August 24, 2008 

INTERMISSION
Enjoy the snacks provided for your 
enjoyment by our singers. Also, browse 
our gift table -- make a donation and 
receive a CD or T-shirt. 



and the next day, it was performed live 
during the Democratic National Convention 
in Denver.  It was inspired by Barack 
Obama’s Presidential campaign and was 
later posted as a free download on Obama’s 
website. The song also alludes to Gandhi’s 
quote, “Be the change you want to see in the 
world,” with the lines “We don’t have to wait 
for destiny, we should be the change that we 
want to see.”

Great Peace March (Jan Blossom)

Holly Near, a well known Women’s Music 
artist, has long been active in many political 
movements. She states “I do not separate my 
music from my heart nor do I separate my 
ideas from my daily life…. It is from this per-
sonal place that I write my songs.” It is from 
this place we get “The Great Peace March,” 
about the event that took place in support of 
Global Nuclear Disarmament in 1986. Fifteen 
hundred walkers left Los Angeles in March, 
passing through desert, farmland, small cross-
roads, towns and citys, arriving in Washington, 
DC in November, touching the lives of people 
all across the nation.

It Isn’t Nice (Nancy Arvold)
Malvena Reynolds, born in 1900 to Jewish 
socialist immigrant parents, was a folk/blues 
singer-songwriter, radical socialist, and one of 
the most fierce protest singers of the 1960s. 
Her lyrics imbued humor to the seriousness of 
the issues she sang about. Her most famous 
song, “Little Boxes” (inspired by rows of 
houses seen from the freeway in Daly City) 
was made famous by Pete Seeger. “It isn’t 
Nice” is not as well known, but it is as relevant 
to today’s budding human rights movement as 
it was in the 1960’s anti-war, workers’ rights, 
and civil rights movements. We took the liberty 
of adding contemporary verses. 

My Rainbow Race (Sally Cooperrider)
Pete Seeger was an environmentalist, particu-
larly in his later years. He worked mostly with 
groups that were cleaning up the Hudson River.  
He called “My Rainbow Race” a love song to 
the Earth. He wrote the song for a song contest, 
and he said that although he didn’t win the 
contest, he thought it was a win that he ended 
up with a song that he then sang many times.

Where Have All the Flowers Gone   
(Sally Cooperrider)
 During the McCarthy era in the 1950s, Pete 
Seeger was blacklisted as a “suspected Com-
munist” and was prohibited from singing in 
most places. He was invited by some students 
to sing at Oberlin College in Ohio, and became 
a popular performer there. On one flight to 
Oberlin he read a Russian folk song that 
included the lyrics: “Where are the Flowers? 
The girls have plucked them. Where are the 
girls? They’re all married. Where are the men?  
They’re all in the army.” Seeger made up the 
melody, taped the words from the folksong to 
his microphone, and sang “Where Have All the 
Flowers Gone” for the first time.

We Rise Again (Gloria Perkins)
“We Rise Again” tugs at the 
heartstrings of all who see 
children as our hope for the 
future. It is perhaps the greatest 
and most powerful song to emerge from Cape 
Breton Island, Nova Scotia.  “We Rise Again” 
echoes one of the strongest themes of the At-
lantic region, at once particular and universal: 
that from the ashes of the old a community will 
“rise again.” The song is about the cycles of im-
migration, the economic insecurity of living in 
Cape Breton, the power of the ocean, the mean-
ing of children, and the strength of home given 
to us by our families, our friends and our music.



encore 
If I Had a Hammer (Sally Cooperrider)
Music by Pete Seeger, lyrics by Lee Hays.
Pete Seeger was a great believer in participa-
tory singing. In his version of “The Hammer 
Song”, he shouted out the words so that every-
one could sing along. Seeger wrote the melody, 
and the words were written by Lee Hays, one 
of the other members of the singing group, the 
Weavers, which also included Seeger, Ronnie 
Gilbert and Fred Hellerman. The song didn’t 
make a splash until Peter, Paul, and Mary rear-
ranged and recorded it as “If I Had A Hammer” 
in 1956. Feel free to sing along.

We remember Pete Seeger
(Bettie Owen)

Pete Seeger spent his blessedly long life  
promoting social change through music, 

Congratulations to the Rainbow Women’s Chorus for 
another year of sharing inspiring and entertaining 
choral music with the community! I missed being able 
to sing with you during the last few 
months and hope to return soon. 
This concert, “We Rise Again,” is 
close to my heart, as I have fond 
memories of spirited, yet peaceful 
protest activity in the Sixties. May 
we all “rise again” to create peace in 
our lives and communities.

Kathleen Eagan, 
President
Rainbow Women’s Chorus

supporting a wide range of causes from civil 
rights to world peace and the environment. 
First blacklisted, later celebrated by his fellow 
Americans, it is not frequently enough noted 
that he was beloved by children who attended 
his concerts. He was married for 70 years to 
his wife Toshi, who he credited with making 
his activist life possible.
When he passed away last January, President 
Barack Obama said that Seeger had been 
called “America’s tuning fork” and added 
“Over the years, Pete used his voice and his 
hammer to strike blows for workers’ rights 
and civil rights; world peace and environmen-
tal conservation, and he always invited us to 
sing along. For reminding us where we come 
from and showing us where we need to go, 
we will always be grateful to Pete Seeger.”



Strike the Harp and Join  the Chorus!
Our Chorus needs not only singers but also support staff and funding in order to continue to 
bring you beautiful music. The members of Rainbow Women’s Chorus encourage you to join 
us and share in our joy of singing and entertaining. 

Visit our web site, www.rainbowwomen.org, or call (408) 857-3138 or (408) 603-9367 for 
more information.

Our Mission
The Rainbow Women’s Chorus works together to develop musical excellence in an atmosphere 
of mutual support and respect. We perform publicly for the entertainment, education and cul-
tural enrichment of our audiences and community. We sing to enhance the esteem of all women, 
to celebrate diversity, to promote peace and freedom, and to touch people’s hearts and lives.

Our Story
Rainbow Women’s Chorus is a nonprofit corporation governed by the Action Circle, a group of 
women dedicated to realizing the organization’s mission. Chorus members began singing together 
in 1996, presenting concerts in venues such as Le Petit Trianon Theatre, the San Jose Repertory 
Theater, Triton Museum, Christ the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and the San Jose Center for 
the Performing Arts. The chorus also performs at church services, diversity celebrations, awards 
ceremonies, community meetings and private events.
Rainbow Women’s Chorus is a member of the Gay and Lesbian Association of Choruses 
(GALA). In 2000, RWC proudly co-hosted GALA Festival in San Jose, with the Silicon Valley 
Gay Men’s Chorus. Since then, RWC has participated in GALA Festivals in Montreal (2004), 
Miami (2008), and Denver (2012). In February 2006, members of RWC sang at Carnegie Hall in 
NYC with a dozen other choruses for a breast cancer and HIV benefit. In July 2010, RWC trav-
eled to Chicago for the Sister Singers Women’s Choral Festival. But we like it best when we are 
here at home, singing for you!

Support the Arts
Rainbow Women’s Chorus and other arts organizations receive much valued support from Silicon 
Valley Creates, not only in grants, but also in training, guidance, marketing, fundraising, and 
more. Silicon Valley Creates also manages LiveSV, an online, up-to-date listing of arts events in 
Silicon Valley. Visit them at www.livesv.com the next time you’re looking for entertainment. Hori-
zons Foundation helps fund RWC with generous grants.

Please support Rainbow Women’s Chorus and other arts organizations with your donations. Keep 
the arts alive! 







John Owen

Pet Portraits

Phone: (434) 806-3617
Email: JoInteriors@aol.com

Prices start at $60. Twenty percent 
discount with this ad. Ten percent 
donated to RWC.

Offer good until 6/30/2015






