


Our Mission
The Rainbow Women’s Chorus works together to develop musical excellence in an
atmosphere of mutual support and respect. We perform publicly for the entertainment,
education and cultural enrichment of our audiences and community. We sing to enhance
the esteem of all women, to celebrate diversity, to promote peace and freedom, and to
touch people’s hearts and lives.

Our Story
The Rainbow Women’s Chorus is a nonprofit corporation governed by the Action
Circle, a group of women dedicated to realizing the organization’s mission. Chorus
members began singing together in 1996, presenting concerts in venues such as Le Petit
Trianon Theatre, San Jose Repertory Theater, Center for the Performing Arts, Historic
Hoover Theater, and Triton Museum. The Chorus also performs at church services,
diversity celebrations, awards ceremonies, community meetings, and private events.
Rainbow Women’s Chorus is a member of the Gay and Lesbian Association of Choruses,
was the proud co-host of GALA Choruses’ Festival 2000, and looks forward to partici-
pating in the eighth GALA Festival in Miami in July 2008. Thank you for joining us!

Support the Arts
Rainbow Women’s Chorus and other arts organizations receive much valued support
from Arts Council Silicon Valley and the City of San Jose, not only in grants, but also in
training, guidance, marketing, fundraising, and more. Arts Council Silicon Valley also
produces Artsopolis, an online, up-to-date listing of arts events in Silicon Valley. Visit
them at www.artsopolis.com.

Please support Rainbow Women’s Chorus, Silicon Valley Gay Men’s Chorus, Arts Coun-
cil Silicon Valley, and other arts organizations with your generous donations. Keep the
Arts alive! Visit www.rainbowwomen.org, www.svgmc.org, and www.ACSV.org .

Join  the Chorus!
Our chorus needs not only singers but also support staff and funding in order
to continue to bring you beautiful music. The members of Rainbow Women’s
Chorus encourage you to join us and share in our joy of singing and entertain-
ing you.

Visit our web site, www.rainbowwomen.org, or call Eileen at (408) 374-5228 for
more information.



Ruth Huber, Co-Director, Composer-in-Residence
Ruth Huber was instrumental in founding both RWC and Tapestry
Singers (the Austin Women’s Chorus). She holds three music de-
grees, including a Masters in Composition from the San Francisco
Conservatory of Music, has studied conducting at San Jose State
University,  and currently serves as Music Director at Metropolitan
Community Church of San Jose. An award-winning singer and com-
poser, her choral music is published by Yelton Rhodes Music, and her
latest CD, “Spirit of Nurture,” is available online by visiting http://
www.cdbaby.com/cd/ruthhuber. She teaches piano and voice and
resides in San Jose with her partner, Brenda Meng, and an assort-
ment of adorable cats.

Betsy Wagner, Co-Director
Betsy Wagner has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Music Education with
a dual major in voice and piano from Louisiana Tech University in
Ruston, LA. She has been teaching music to students in grades K-12
for 24 years. Since coming to the Bay Area in 1990, she has built an
award-winning choir program at Morrill Middle School in San Jose.
Betsy has been singing with the Rainbow Women’s Chorus since
1997 and has been co-director since 2000. She creates the choralog-
raphy for RWC performances and, in the fall of 2003, helped found
RWC’s small ensemble, Vocal InFusion. According to her mom, her
natural musical abiity showed up at the early age of two, when she
played “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star” by ear on her toy piano.

Dianne Saichek, Accompanist
From underscoring melodrama and vaudeville for the Gaslighter
Theater to church musician for the Unitarian Universalists, Dianne
has hit the highs and lows in the musical world. She has directed
musicals for elementary, high school and college productions and is
the proud composer of a musical for middle-schoolers: “Space Pi-
rates” with Jeff Bengford. She recently directed and music directed
the JCC production of “Wizard of Oz” at the Heritage in Campbell.  A
highlight of her career was directing the music for “Seussical” at
Westmont High, which won the AMT best show of the year in 2005.
Dianne has her degree in music from U.C. Berkeley, and has been a
professional musician for 20+ years.

Rainbow Women’s Chorus Staff

Our regular
accompanist, Doug
Forsythe, has a
schedule conflict and
is not able to
accompany the
chorus with his
brilliant piano playing
in this concert. After
an intensive search,
Dianne Saichek was
selected and has
generously agreed to
take his place.



Chorus Volunteers
Chorus Contact: Eileen Hamper

Database: JoAnn Bray

Membership: Heather Hartter

Music Librarian: Gloria Perkins

Performance Booking: Laurie Willis

Tax Returns: Sally Cooperrider

Wardrobe Mistress: Jan Blossom

Webmistress: Kristine Robison

Concert Production Staff
Proofreading: K’Ailsa Rowan

Lobby Coordinator: Marge Schlechter

Lobby Display: Karin Bogliolo

Lobby Volunteers: Al Bonvouloir and
Winn Crannell

Publicity: the chorus members

Print Trimming: Jean Hogan,
Al Bonvouloir, and Winn Crannell

Program cover art and layout:
Eileen Hamper

Ticket Distribution: Jean Hogan

Ushers: Pat Hofrichter,  and others

And of course, we always depend on the
unflagging support of our friends, family,
partners, spouses, and many others
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Liz Shivell, President

Marjorie Pearson, Vice President

Marge Schlechter,Treasurer

Eileen Hamper, Secretary

Karin Bogliolo, Member at Large

Jean Hogan, Member at Large

Action Circle (Board of Directors)



S a l l y  C o o p e r r i d e r
N i x o n

Family Law
Mediation & Collaborative Law

Estate Planning
Domestic Partnerships

Johnson and Nixon
(408) 287-7717
142 George St.

San Jose, CA 95110

Please fill out our survey.
Your comments and feedback are
important and help us plan our
future concerts.

RainbowRainbowRainbowRainbowRainbow
Women’sWomen’sWomen’sWomen’sWomen’s
ChorusChorusChorusChorusChorus

P.O. Box 32346
San Jose, California

95152

(408) 374-5228

www.rainbowwomen.org

Join the Chorus!

www.rainbowwomen.org
(408) 374-5228



Please enjoy refreshments available in the lobby and the snacks baked, donated or bought lovingly for
RWC by friends and members of the Chorus.

Our CD, Rainbow Women Comin’ Home, is available for purchase in the lobby. It would make a nice gift for
the upcoming Holiday season.

�      �Intermission

Set OneSet OneSet OneSet OneSet One

Home Is Where The Heart Is

Family (from Dreamgirls) Music by Henry Krieger, lyrics by Tom Eyen,
arranged by Mac Huff

When You Wish Upon A Star (from Pinocchio)
Lyrics by Ned Washington, music by
Leigh Harline

T’ain’t What ‘Cha Do (It’s the Way How ‘Cha Do It)
Words by Sy Oliver, music by James Young,
arranged by Kirby Shaw

Home Is Where the Heart Is Words and music by Sally Fingerett, arranged by
J. David Moore

Motherless Child Traditional Spiritual,
arranged by Nancy Grundahl

I Will Wind Thee (from Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream)
Music by Cary Ratcliff

Over the Rainbow Music by Harold Arlen, lyrics by E. Y. Harburg,
Performed by Vocal InFusion arranged by Russ Robinson



Piano: Dianne Saichek
Bass: Jennifer Kambeitz
Percussion: Kim Wallace

Performance Credits�         �

Pride’s Child Words and Music by John Schrag,
piano part written by Eric Helmuth

Dindingolu Be Na (When the Children Come)
Words and music by Michael Coolen

Hushaby Mountain (from Chitty Chitty Bang Bang)
Words and music by Richard M. Sherman and
Robert B. Sherman, arranged by Andy Beck

Believe (from Polar Express) Words and music by Glen Ballard and Alan
Silvestri, arranged by Teena Chinn

Ding-a Ding-a Ding Words and music by Greg Gilpin
Performed by Vocal InFusion

The Stove Music by Zae Munn, texts by Ann Kilkelly

For Good (from Wicked) Music and lyrics by Stephen Schwartz,
arranged by Mac Huff

Hattie and Mattie Words and music by Eric Schwarts, with
additional lyrics by Holly Near, arranged (as sung
by Ms. Near) for RWC by Ruth Huber

Set Two



About the Music

Family
“Family,” from the musical Dreamgirls,
perfectly captures our theme for this
concert. The lyrics describe a family as
being so much more than the individuals
that comprise it. A family is like a giant
tree, branching out and growing stronger
and wiser every day.

When You Wish Upon a Star
“When You Wish upon a Star” was writ-
ten by Ned Washington and Leigh Harline
and introduced in the 1940 Walt Disney
movie Pinocchio, where it was sung by
Cliff Edwards in the character of Jiminy
Cricket. The song won the Academy
Award for Best Original Song that year,
and became a theme song for the Disney
company. The American Film Institute
ranked it seventh in their 100 Greatest
Songs in Film History.

T’aint What ‘Cha Do (It’s the Way How
‘Cha Do It)
“T’ain’t What ‘Cha Do” was written in
1939 by Sy Oliver and James Young for
Jimmy Lunceford and his orchestra, and
was recorded by Ella Fitzgerald soon after.
The song takes a lighthearted look at a
father’s instructions to his child.

Home is Where the Heart Is
“Home is Where the Heart Is” was writ-
ten by Sally Fingerett for the female
quartet, The Bitchin’ Babes, and was
recorded on their first album in 1990.  It
has been recorded by Peter, Paul & Mary,

and Holly Near & Ronnie Gilbert. In the
song, Sally talks to her daughter about
their neighbor, Martin, and his partner,
Mark, who died of AIDS.

Motherless Child
This spiritual dates back to the days of
slavery. It expresses the sense of loneliness
and desolation felt by children who were
sold at a young age and separated from
their families.

I Will Wind Thee in my Arms
The text of this song is from Shakespeare’s
A Midsummer Night’s Dream. In the play, a
magical spell caused a fairy named Titania
to fall in love with Bottom, a man whose
head had been changed into the head of
an ass. This is a love song sung by Titania
to Bottom.

Over the Rainbow (VIF)
“Over the Rainbow” was named the
number one song of the twentieth cen-
tury by the Recording Industry Associa-
tion of America.  Generations of families
have enjoyed Judy Garland’s rendition
of the song in The Wizard of Oz, and
countless other artists have performed
and recorded it.

Pride’s Child
John Schrag is a composer and serves as
artistic director for Singing Out! The
Lesbian and Gay Chorus of Toronto. His
“Pride’s Child” is a whimsical tribute to
same-sex parents and their children.

First Set



DinDingolu Be Na
(When the Children Come)
This joyful and rhythmic piece is from
The Gambia, West Africa, and is written
in English and Mandinka, the dominant
language of the area. The words literally
translate as: The children are coming.
They are beautiful very much. They are
good very much.

Hushabye Mountain
The beautiful lullaby “Hushabye Moun-
tain” was written by brothers Robert
and Richard Sherman and sung by Dick
Van Dyke in the 1968 movie, Chitty
Chitty Bang Bang. More recently, Dakota
Fanning sang it in the 2005 movie War of
the Worlds.

Believe
“Believe” comes from the 2004 live action/
animated film The Polar Express. It was
nominated for Best Original Song at the
Academy Awards, where it was sung by
original performer Josh Groban and
Beyoncé Knowles. The song won a
Grammy Award in 2006.

Ding-a ding- a ding (VIF)
“Ding-a Ding-a Ding” is a brand new song
by composer Greg Gilpin. The piece
imitates the ring and sound of bells,
reminding us of the holiday season.

The Stove
The text of ”The Stove” is from a story
by Ann Kilkelly. It tells about the day
her mother picked up a sledgehammer

and pickax and pounded her kitchen
stove into bits and served cold cuts to
her Father for lunch. In the end, he got
her a new stove. Kilkelly says this about
her mother, “Her stove, her recipes, the
women who helped her haul the thing to
the dump and get home to get the surro-
gate lunch served on time, is part of my
own working-class kitchen childhood
and my sense of where writing and
performance and social change origi-
nate—around the cook stove, the soup
pot, the table—those rooms women
inhabit.”

For Good
In the Broadway musical Wicked, Glinda
and Elphaba sing this song together as
they are seeing each other for the last
time. While writing the lyrics for this
song, composer and lyricist Stephen
Schwartz looked to his daughter for
inspiration, asking her what she would
say to her lifelong best friend if she
knew they would never see one another
again.

Hattie and Mattie
Humorous folk singer/songwriter Eric
Schwartz wrote “Hattie and Mattie”
about his downstairs neighbors, two
elderly lesbians who he calls “the found-
ing mothers of the revolution.” Holly
Near recorded the song and
made it popular in
lesbian circles.

Second Set



ASK Eileen
Your (budget)

Home Repair Woman

(408) 374-5228
eileenhamper@comcast.net

$10/hour for friends of RWC.
Twenty percent of every job is

donated back to RWC.

We all have small those
small repairs that we just
can’t seem to get around

to -- drippy faucet, sticking
door, chipped paint... And

you feel guilty about it,
right?

 Call Eileen to do it for

you.

… just ASK.

Buy Our CD
Holiday gift
Birthday gift

Anniversary gift
Graduation gift

Enjoyable listening for your Family pleasure

They’re on sale in the lobby, only $10 each.

Mention RWC and get 1 hour free!



Your opinions, please
RWC continually seeks to improve in order to entertain and educate our audience. We depend on your
comments to help us in planning future concerts. The feedback that you give us in these surveys also shows
granting organizations what our audience thinks of us.

Please complete the following survey and drop it into the box provided.

Home Is Where The Heart Is, December 2007

Your opinion of the performance
Please use the Grade system: A B C D F (Fail).

__ Selection of music

__ How well the music was performed

__ Choralography performance

__ Length of concert

__ Were you entertained?

What do we do well:

Tell us three things about this concert that you found memorable:

Ticket price:  ❐ fair      ❐ too high  ❐ I’d be willing to pay more

Publicity:  How did you find out about the concert?

History:  Have you attended an RWC concert before?  ❐ yes    ❐ no

What type of music would you like to hear at an RWC concert?

Did this concert fit what you expected?

Do you support the Arts?   ❐ I donate money  ❐ I volunteer   ❐ I belong to an arts organization
❐ other:

Demographics:
Please circle your age range:  younger than 16     16-29     30-39      40-49      50-64      65-80    even older!
What is your ZIP code?    Your gender?

Suggestions, comments, recommendations:

Your contact information (optional)

Name

Phone:  E-mail:

Address:






