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Love is the only force  
capable of transforming an  

enemy to a friend.
Martin Luther King Jr.



Join the Chorus!
The members of Rainbow Women’s Chorus encourage you to join us and share in our joy 
of singing and entertaining. We welcome singers and volunteers. For more information 
visit our website, www.rainbowwomen.org, or call (408) 603-9367.

Our Mission
Rainbow Women’s Chorus works together to develop musical excellence in an 

atmosphere of mutual support and respect. We perform publicly for the entertain-
ment, education and cultural enrichment of our audiences and community. We sing 
to enhance the esteem of all women, to celebrate diversity, to promote peace and 
freedom, and to touch people’s hearts and lives.

Our Story 
In 1996 Silicon Valley Gay Men’s Chorus (SVGMC) returned from the GALA 

(Gay And Lesbian Association) choral festival in Tampa so inspired that they 
wanted to host a GALA Festival here in San Jose. However, GALA required 
that both men and women needed representation. So Len Chandler, singer with 
SVGMC, asked Lynne McLaughlin, former music director of the men’s chorus, 
if she would be interested in starting a  “Sister Choir” for them. In agreeing to do so, 
Lynne became the music director of what the original singing members voted to name 
Rainbow Women’s Chorus. Our logo was designed by Lynne’s son, Tom McDonald.  

Rainbow Women’s Chorus is a nonprofit corporation governed by the Action 
Circle, a group which is dedicated to realizing the organization’s mission. Besides 
our concerts, RWC is also available to perform at church services, diversity 
celebrations, awards ceremonies, community meetings and private events. Visit 
our website at www.rainbowwomen.org.

Rainbow Women’s Chorus is a member of the Gay and Lesbian Association of 
Choruses (GALA). In 2000, RWC co-hosted, along with the Silicon Valley Gay 
Men’s Chorus, the GALA Festival in San Jose —10 days and over 5000 singers! 
Since then, RWC has participated in GALA Festivals in Montreal, Miami and 
twice in Denver. We look forward to attending GALA Festival in Mineapolois in 
2020. In 2006, members of RWC sang with a dozen other choruses at Carnegie 
Hall for a benefit concert and in 2010 we attended the Sister Singers Festival in 
Chicago. But we like it best when we are here at home, singing for you!

 



Rainbow Women’s Chorus Staff
Ruth Huber, Co-Artistic Director, Composer-in-Residence
Ruth Huber was instrumental in founding both RWC and Tapestry Singers (the 
Austin Women’s Chorus). She holds three music degrees, including a Master of 
Music in Composition from the San Francisco Conservatory, and has studied 
conducting at San Jose State University. Her compositions and songs have won 
awards from the American Choral Directors Association, the San Francisco 
ArtSong Competition, and the Austin Music Umbrella Songwriters Competition, 
and she receives commissions from choral groups around the country. A certified 
member of Music Teachers National Association, she teaches piano, serves as 
Music Director for Campbell United Congregational Church and resides in San 
Jose with her wife, Brenda Meng, and an assortment of adorable cats.

Betsy Wagner, Co-Artistic Director, Choralographer
Betsy Wagner has a Bachelor’s degree in Music Education with a dual major 
in voice and piano. She has recently retired from 35 years teaching music to 
K - 12 students, the past 27 years leading the award-winning choir program at 
Morrill Middle School. Betsy has been singing with Rainbow Women’s Chorus 
since 1997 and has been co-director since 2000. She creates the choralography 
for RWC performances. In 2003, she helped found RWC’s small ensemble, 
Vocal InFusion. According to her mom, her natural musical ability showed up at 
the early age of two, when she played “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star” by ear on 
her toy piano. In this first year of her retirement, she has conducted a third and 
fourth grade Crystal Children’s Choir, and dusted off her high school clarinet to 
play with the Milpitas Community Concert Band.

Kathy Disney, Accompanist 
Kathy Disney received a Bachelor of Music degree in Music Education from 
San Jose State University in 2009 and a teaching credential in 2012. She 
currently teaches general music to grades PreK-5 at The Ventana School, 
where she enjoys a daily dose of children singing, playing and dancing. She 
is a member of the American Orff-Schulwerk Association (AOSA) and the 
National Association for Music Education (NAfME) and can often be found at 
workshops learning and playing nicely with other music teachers from around 
the world. Together with her soulmate of more than 30 years, she enjoys hiking, 
running, traveling, and family gatherings with their grown children. “One of 
life’s greatest joys is making beautiful music in a loving, inclusive community. 
RWC is that special place.”



I will love the light for it 

shows me the way, yet I will 

endure the darkness because 

it shows me the stars. 
 Og Mandino

Love is ... bursting into a big smile when you  see her

Concert Volunteers
Printing: Laurie Ellsworth
Production: Tracy Popenhagen
Volunteer Coordinator:  

Larry Edson
Flyers, Program Design and 

Layout: Eileen Hamper
Slide Show Producer:  

Clio Mykland 
Video designer: Roxy Arnold
Video show operator: Brian Singer
Sound: Charles Ryan 
Stage Manager: Brian Singer
Ticketing Printing and Sales:  

Laurie Ellsworth 
Photographer: Catherine Konrath 
Wardrobe Mistress: Jan Blossom

Program Notes are composed by our 
singers.

In addition, members of the Chorus 
contributed to every aspect of 
producing this concert for you.

We also depend on the unflagging 
support of our friends, family, 
partners, and many others. We 
couldn’t do this without you! 

Sopranos                                                   
Ashley Sue Perry 
Clio Mykland
Gloria Perkins †

Eileen Soeder
Eleanor Strong
Jan Blossom 
Karen Parker †

Margaret Lindberg
Marjorie Pearson
Maryalice Edson †

Roxanne Arnold
Ruth Huber*
Sari Van Otegham †

Shawn Rohan
Tracy Popenhagen †

Altos
Betsy Wagner*
Eileen Hamper
Jean Hogan 
Kat Borisov
Kathleen Stensrud
Kim Daniel
Kim Wallace †

Laurie Ellsworth
Laurie Pepin †

Laurie Willis †

Lily Kuo
Liz Vogel
Marilee Lawson 
Marnie Singer
Meg Sanders
Nancy Arvold
Patty McIntyre
Sally Cooperrider
Sue Rizzi

Singers

* Artistic Directors
† Vocal InFusion 



Love is... 
Snuggling up on a rainy 
evening with a good book 

and my dog curled up  
beside me.

(and chocolate!)

Action Circle
(Board of Directors)

President: Maryalice Edson
Vice President: Larry Edson
Treasurer: Laurie Ellsworth
Secretary: Eileen Hamper
Members at Large: 

 Tracy Popenhagen 
 Jan Blossom 
 Roxanne Arnold
 Peter Stensrud 

Sue Rizzi 
Catherine Konrath

Chorus Volunteer Staff
Chorus Contact: Eileen Hamper
Membership: Mary Edson 
Databases: Marnie Singer 
Facebook: Marnie Singer
Grants: Eileen Hamper and  

Margaret Lindberg
Music Librarian: Gloria Perkins
Online Publicity: Roxanne Arnold
Performance Booking:  

Jan Blossom
Tax Returns and legal advice: 

Sally Cooperrider
Website: Laurie Willis

$500+
Jan Blossom, Kim Wallace and Laurie 
Pepin, K’Ailsa Rowan, Laurie Ellsworth, 
Meg n Suz Sanders, Micki & Becky, Tracy 
Popenhagen, Anonymous

$100 - $499
Eileen and Sher, Kathleen Eagan, Margie 
Streuble, Mary Intersimone, Rusty Tooley, 
Ruth Huber, Sara Davis, Sally Cooperrider

Contributors
Ellyn Wood, James Guffey, Margaret An-
drade, Michelle Valdez

Grants and Corporate contributions
Amazon Smile, American Endowment 
Foundation, Benevity (Apple), Billy 
DeFrank LGBTQ Community Center, 
Campbell UCC, GALA Choruses, Lam 
Research, Silicon Valley Creates (County 
of Santa Clara), Horizons Foundation, 
Children’s Discovery Museum, Women’s 
Equality 2020 Leadership Council

Donations-in-kind:
Laurie Ellsworth, Eileen Hamper, Jan 
Blossom, Sally Cooperrider, Maryalice 
Edson, Laurie Willis, Sally Cooperrider 
and others. 

We sincerely apologize if we left your 
name off the list.

Big THANKS to Our Donors!
Thanks from the bottom of our musical hearts 
to the following donors for their support: 



Life is short and  unpredictable. Do what you love, love what  you have.  Lily

G iv e  Yours e l f  to  Love

Enjoy refreshments provided for your enjoyment by our singers. 
h Intermission g

—  First Half  — 

Give Yourself to Love 
Words and music by Kate Wolfe, arranged by Ruth Huber

What a Wonderful World 
Words and music by George David Weiss and Bob Thiele, arranged by Mark Brymer

Love In Any Language    
Words and music by Jon Mohr and John Mays, arranged by John Higgins, sign language 
and choralography recommendations by Dwight Jordan                   

Just the Way You Are   
Words and music by Bruno Mars, Ari Levine, Philip Lawrence, Roger Emers, Khari Cain, 
& Khaul Walton (featured in the TV series GLEE)

Love Changes Everything    
Words by Don Black and Charles Hart, music by Andrew Lloyd Webber, arranged by Ed 
Lojeski, from “Aspects of Love”            

Vocal InFusion
A Thousand Years
Words and music by David Hodges and Christina Perri, 
arranged by Andy Beck

Faith
Words and music by George Michael, arranged by Kohl Kitzmiller

Natural Woman     
Words and music by Carole King, Gerry Goffin and Jerry Wexler, arranged by Anita Kerr                           

The Way You Look Tonight 
Words by Dorothy Fields, music by Jerome Kern, arranged by Kirby Shaw

Glory of Love 
Words and music by Billy Hill, arranged by Jay Rouse



The greatest healing 
therapy is friendship  

and love.  
Hubert H. Humphrey

There is only one happiness in this life, to love and be loved. George Sand

Greatest Love of All 
Words by Linda Creed, music by Michael Masser, arranged by  
Jay Atlhouse

I Will Remember You -- I Will Always Love You

I Will Remember You
Words and music by Sarah McLachlan, Seamus Eagan, & Dave Merenda  

I Will Always Love You 
Words and music by Dolly Parton. both songs arranged by Kirby Shaw 

Thinking out Loud 
Words and music by Ed Sheeran & Amy Wadge, arranged by Ed Lojeske

Love Will Keep Us Together 
Words and music by Neil Sedaka & Howard Greenfield, arranged by Greg Gilpin

Vocal InFusion
Dangerous Woman 
Words and music by Max Martin, Johan Carlson and Ross Golan 

Unforgettable 
Words and music by Irving Gordon, arranged by Kirby Shaw

Marie   
Words and music by Laura Berkson, arranged by J. David Moore

Power of Love 
Words and music by Johnny Colla, Chris Hayes & Huey 
Lewis, arranged by Kirby Shaw

—  Second Half  —  

Accompanist: Kathy Disney
Percussionist: Kim Wallace



“Give Yourself to Love”      Kate Wolf 
wrote it for her friends’ wedding. Her son, 
Max Wolf, couldn’t have described the song 
any better: “She wrote it for two good friends 
on the afternoon of their wedding in Nevada 
City. She was supposed to sing a couple Bob 
Dylan tunes, but she had a couple hours to kill 
before the wedding so she went into a bed-
room with her guitar, closed the door and just 
churned it out. She sang it at the ceremony, and 
her friend Nadine, who was getting married, 
cried. The minister cried, and Kate cried. She 
started doing the song in concerts, and imme-
diately got requests from people to sing ‘Give 
Yourself to Love’ at their weddings.”  Lily  

“What a Wonderful World,” 
Louis Armstrong’s gentle, 
loving version, was recorded 
in 1967. Armstrong’s version 
was not initially popular  in 
the US, but in the UK, it 
topped the pop charts as a 
single. The US eventually 
caught up and the song was 
inducted into the Grammy 
Hall of Fame in 1999, beating out Sam 
Cooke’s version that had also been popular. 
George Weiss apparently wrote the song 
“especially for Armstrong’s ability to bring 
people of different races together.” The song 
was featured in numerous TV shows and 
famously in the 1988 film “Good Morning 
Viet Nam.” By 2014, the song, having been 
released digitally, had sold over two million 
downloads.           Margaret

“Love in Any Language” was recorded by 
Sandi Patty, a well-known inspirational Christian 

Program Notes singer. The song has a universal theme, that we 
need to connect with our similarities rather than 
separate by our differences, and that “love in any 
language pulls us all together.” The chorus will 
be using ASL to sign part of the song, represent-
ing another language that can connect us.   Sally                       

“Just the Way You Are” was the lead single 
for the 2010 debut album written by Bruno 
Mars and others. Mars, a young American 
singer song-writer who grew up in Hawaii, 
won the 2011 Grammy award for best male 
pop vocal performance. The song was featured 
in GLEE season 2 in 2012, sung by Finn, with 
the New Directions doing backup. The song is 
catchy, and although the lyrics are sometimes 
considered sappy and corny, you can put 

yourself in the shoes of a young 
person in love with an insecure 
person whom you are trying 
to reassure is “perfect just the 
way you are,” and feel the heart 
and innocence of the song, that 
resonates with lots of listeners.  
  Nancy                         

“Love Changes Everything,” 
the most popular song from the 

play, Aspects of Love, was first produced in 
London in 1989 and later produced on Broad-
way in 1990. The musical explores the many 
forms that love takes: love between couples 
(both as romantic infatuation and married peo-
ple); children and their parents; and same sex 
love. In the song “Love Changes Everything,” 
we understand that love changes “how you live 
and /how you die;” and that “pain is deeper 
than before.”         Margaret

“Natural Woman” was inspired by Jerry 
Wexler, a student of African American 
musical culture, who literally shouted out to 

Love is ... accepting  
the person for who they 
are not, what you want 

them to be.   
Patty



Carole King in NY that he wanted a song about 
a “natural woman” for Aretha Franklin’s next 
album. King and Gerry Goffin wrote it that 
night. It became a hit in 1967 when Aretha was 
25 and it became one of her signature songs. 
It brings fond memories for many of us who 
were young during that era, and longed to be 
loved for our natural selves. Recorded by many 
others including Carole King, Peggy Lee and 
Celine Dion. But we sing it as a tribute to The 
Queen of Soul, Aretha, who died earlier this  
year.                                                         Nancy           

“The Way You Look Tonight” is a song 
from the film Swing Time that was performed 
by Fred Astaire and won the Academy Award 
for Best Original Song in 1936. Lyricist 
Dorothy Fields remarked, “The first 
time Jerry played that melody for me I 
went out and started to cry. The release 
absolutely killed me. I couldn’t stop, it was 
so beautiful.” In the movie, Astaire sang 
“The Way You Look Tonight” to Ginger 
Rogers while she was washing her hair in 
an adjacent room. His recording reached the 
top of the charts in 1936. Other versions that 
year were by Guy Lombardo and by Teddy 
Wilson with Billie Holiday.        Eileen S

“The Glory of Love” was written by Billy 
Hill, songwriter and lyricist in the 1930s, 
who gained popularity writing cowboy 
songs. It’s amazing that this song, written in 
1936, has remained popular for more than 
80 years! Benny Goodman was the first to 
record it, followed by a diverse group of 
singers throughout the decades. Here are 
a few of them: Dean Martin (1966); Paul 
McCartney (2012) and Bette Midler for the 
film Beaches, in 1989.             Sue                

“The Greatest Love of All”
 The song was written by Michael Masser 
(music) and Linda Creed (lyrics) to be the 
main theme of the 1977 biopic of boxer 
Mohammad Ali, The Greatest. Masser was 
inspired by Ali who had championed racial 
justice and was a draft resister during the 
Vietnam war, as a result of which he lost his 
boxing title. Lyricist Linda Creed wrote many 
songs for Philadelphia soul groups. She was 
battling cancer at the time she wrote the song, 
and died before it became a hit when it was 
recorded by Whitney Houston in 1985. The is 
song about being true to oneself and following 
one’s own path with self-love.    Sally                              

“I Will Remember You” with “I Will  
Always Love You”

“I Will Remember You,” co-written by Sarah 
McLachlan, first appeared on the soundtrack 
for the movie The Brothers McMullen in 
1995. On September 10, 2011, she performed 
“I Will Remember You” and “Angel” at a 
ceremony in Stonycreek, Pennsylvania, 
commemorating the passengers and crew 
of hijacked United Airlines Flight 93 who 
fought the hijackers and brought down their 
airplane on September 11, 2001.

“I Will Always Love You,” written and 
performed by Dolly Parton, was released 
on June 6, 1974 as the second single from 
Parton’s thirteenth solo studio album, Jolene. 
Parton became the first artist ever to earn a 
number one record twice with the same song 
as a singer, and three times as a writer.    

British pop singer-songwriter Ed Sheeran 
penned “Thinking out loud”  at his kitchen 
table for his then girlfriend when he was 27. 



It was recorded on his 2nd studio album 
and became an international hit, winning 
numerous awards. Many of us older folks can 
reminisce about feeling romantic about our 
lover, thinking we will love them forever – or 
at least until we are 70, and that their soul 
will never grow old – “it’s evergreen.” Sweet, 
innocent, it conveys that sense of daydreaming 
about the one you love – not monitoring what 
we are thinking, but so happy, thinking out 
loud. It makes some of us old folks nostalgic 
for the references to 
growing old together; 
just makes me wanna go 
“awwww.”              Nancy                             

Bring back the 70s!!!  
“Love will Keep us Together” was first 
recorded by Mr. Sedaka in 1973. Then, 
American husband-and-wife pop duo, The 
Captain & Tennille covered the song for their 
debut album in 1975. It was the best-selling 
single that year and received a gold record 
and won the Grammy Award for the Record 
of the Year in 1976. Captain & Tennille 
acknowledged Mr. Sedaka’s authorship by 
working the phrase “Sedaka is back” into the 
song’s fadeout, where the applause from the 
studio musicians can be heard. Their version 
would earn Mr. Sedaka and Mr. Greenfield 
a Grammy nomination for Song of the Year. 
‘Captain’ Daryl Dragon passed away in 
January with ex-wife Toni Tennille by his 
side. Rest in Peace, Captain, your song is my 
personal favorite in this concert.       Lily

“Unforgettable” is a popular song written 
by Irving Gordon and produced by Lee 
Gillette. The song’s original working title 
was “Uncomparable,” however the music 

publishing company asked Gordon to change 
it to “Unforgettable.” The song was published 
in 1951 and was a big hit for Nat King Cole. 
The song was also recorded in 1991 by Natalie 
Cole (Nat’s daughter) in which she did a duet 
with her father, who had died in 1965, using the 
engineering magic of technology.        Eileen S

 “Marie”    Spring 1986 - when two young 
women tried to buy a ticket together for their 
Salinas High School senior prom, they were 
denied by student and school officials. They 
went to court. Reportedly the girls had “boy-
friends,” who didn’t want to go to the prom, 
and offers from other boys to take them. Per 
Marie, going together is a “statement of our 
friendship for each other.” The judge ruled in 
their favor.
     So Stephanie, wearing a black and white 
gown, and Marie, in a tuxedo with a blue bow 
tie and top hat, attended their high school prom 
together. Just think, Stephanie and Marie would 
be about 50 years old now.                 Jan                   

“The Power of Love” was written and 
recorded as a single by Huey Lewis and the 
News, and was featured in the 1985 film Back 
to the Future. (Huey Lewis, American singer-
songwriter makes a cameo appearance). It 
was the band’s first hit and was nominated 
for an Academy Award for Best Original 
Song. It appears early in the film as Michael 
J. Fox is skateboarding to school and later 
as a hard-rock version in a competition. A 
very catchy, fast moving song, over before 
you settle in with it, with driving rhythms 
and syncopation. It tells some bold truths 
about the power of love: “It’s strong and it’s 
sudden, it can be cruel sometimes. But it 
might just save your life.”   Nancy

Because of deep love 
one is committed.  

Lau Tzu.



Love is ... 
being there when needed,  
no questions asked, no 

strings attached. 
Kathleen S

 SALLY COOPERRIDER
 Attorney at Law
Family Law Mediation & Collaborative Law
 Estate Planning Probate

210 N. Fourth St., Suite 101  
San Jose, CA 95110

(408) 287-7717, ext. 12 
www.Cooperriderlaw.com

Rainbow Women’s Chorus 
receives valued support from 
Silicon Valley Creates and 
Horizons Foundation, not 
only in grants, but also in 
fundraising and more. 

Vocal InFusion Program Notes
“A Thousand Years” is a song recorded 
by American singer and songwriter Christi-
na Perri, from the album The Twilight Saga: 
Breaking Dawn — Part 1; Perri then re-re-
corded the song with vocals from Steve Kazee 
for Part 2. The song was written about the 
love affair between the characters Edward 
and Bella from The Twilight Saga: Breaking 
Dawn. On October 26, 2011, Perri released 
an official video for the song on her YouTube 
channel. She is singing in a room with a floor 
full of candles and ends the video singing into 
a sunset.

“Faith” was a smash hit for pop idol George 
Michael and was Billboard magazine’s 
number one single of the year in the United 

States in 1988. This arrangement from 
the Barbershop Harmony Society features 
the familiar rhythmic backing and a vocal 
instrumental bridge

“Dangerous Woman” is a song recorded by 
American singer Ariana Grande, serving as 
the lead single for her third studio album of 
the same name. The recording was released 
as the first single from the album on March 
11, 2016. With “Dangerous Woman” debuting 
at number ten on the US Billboard Hot 100, 
Grande became the first artist to reach the top 
ten of the chart in the opening charting week 
with every lead single of her three studio al-
bums. The song was nominated for a Grammy 
Award for Best Pop Solo Performance. 











April 12-14
Santa Clara Recital Hall

$25
svgmc.org

88 S 4th Street, San Jose, CA 95112
Parking validated at 4th St Garage

HOSTED BY

WOO WOO
MONROE

Sunday March 10
11 AM - 3 PM

Buy tickets at svgmc.org

DRAG QUEEN
BINGO BRUNCH

Tickets
$35

SILICON VALLEY GAY MENS CHORUS

Flames
Restaurant


