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Mission Statement 

     The Rainbow Women’s Chorus works together to develop musical excellence in an atmos-

phere of mutual support and respect. We perform publicly for the entertainment, education 

and cultural enrichment of our audiences and community. We sing to enhance the esteem of 

all women, to celebrate diversity, to promote peace and freedom and to touch people’s hearts 

and lives. 
 

Our Story 

     The Rainbow Women’s Chorus is a nonprofit corporation governed by the Action Circle, a 

group of women dedicated to realizing the organization’s mission. Chorus members began 

singing together in 1996, presenting concerts in venues such as Le Petit Trianon Theatre, the 

San Jose Repertory Theater, Triton Museum, and even the San Jose Center for the Performing 

Arts. The chorus also performs at church services, diversity celebrations, awards ceremonies, 

community meetings and private events. Rainbow Women’s Chorus is a member of the Gay 

and Lesbian Association of Choruses and was the proud co-host of GALA’s Festival 2000. In 

2004, RWC participated in GALA Festival 

VIIe in Montreal. In February 2006, mem-

bers of RWC sang with a dozen other cho-

ruses at a benefit at Carnegie Hall in NYC, 

Timothy Selig conducting. In July, 2008, 

RWC plans to attend the eighth GALA Fes-

tival in Miami, Florida. 

 

 

 

Receive Our CD 

For A $10 Donation 
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 About GALA Choruses 

    GALA Choruses, Inc. is a 501 (c)(3), not-for-profit organization serving the GLBT choral 

movement. The mission of GALA Choruses is to support GLBT choruses as we change our 

world through song. GALA Choruses is open to all GLBT and GLBT-allied choruses. Through 

workshops, festivals and ongoing networking and administrative support services, GALA 

Choruses fosters the continued artistic and organizational growth of its member choruses. 

    Founded in 1982 by fourteen choruses, GALA Choruses has become the only interna-

tional association of gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and allied choruses. Since its in-

ception GALA Choruses has produced seven international festivals. Festival VIIe brought 

163 performing groups and over 5,800 delegates to Montreal, setting new records for Fes-

tival performances and attendance. The eighth GALA Festival will be held in Miami, July 11-

19, 2008. In additional to the Festivals, GALA Choruses holds annual music conferences 

and regional festivals. 

    For more information about GALA Choruses and its programs, visit 

www.galachoruses.org. 
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Ruth Huber, Co-Director, Composer-in-Residence 

Ruth Huber was instrumental in founding both RWC and Tapestry Singers (the 

Austin Women’s Chorus). She holds three music degrees, including a Masters 

in Composition from the San Francisco Conservatory of Music, has studied 

conducting at San Jose State University,  and currently serves as Music Direc-

tor at Metropolitan Community Church of San Jose. An award-winning singer 

and composer, her choral music is p
ublished by Yelton Rhodes Music, and her 

latest CD, “Spirit of Nurture,” is a
vailable online by visiting www.cdbaby.com/

cd/ruthhuber. She teaches piano and voice and resides in San Jose with her 

partner, Brenda Meng, and 
an assortment of adorable cats. 
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Betsy Wagner, Co-Director 

Betsy Wagner has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Music Education with 

a dual major in voice and piano from Louisiana Tech University in 

Ruston, LA. She has been teaching music to students in grades  

K-12 for 24 years. Since coming to the Bay Area in 1990, she has 

built an award-winning choir program at Morrill Middle School in 

San Jose. Betsy has been singing with the Rainbow Women’s Cho-

rus since 1997 and has been co-director since 2000. She creates 

the choreography for RWC performances and, in the fall of 2003, 

helped found RWC’s small ensemble, Vocal InFusion. According to 

her mom, her natural musical ability showed up at the early age of  

two, when she played “Twinkle, Twinkle Little  

Star” by ear on her toy piano. 

Doug Forsyth, Accompanist 

Doug Forsyth joined RWC as accompanist in 1998. He graduated from 

Willamette University in Salem, Oregon, with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 

Music, concentrating on piano performance. He has performed as a 

singer and an instrumentalist with the Silicon Valley Gay Men’s Chorus, 

and he has accompanied numerous other performers and choruses. With 

his characteristic good humor, Doug says, “Rainbow Women’s Chorus has 

offered me many musical challenges with these concerts.” He is appreci-

ated by both chorus and directors for his unfailing musicianship. 
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Sopranos 
Betsy Wagner 

Debbi Moses 

Gloria Perkins 
Jan Blossom 

Margaret Lindberg 

Marjorie Pearson 

Ruth Huber 
Sari Van Otegham 

Altos 
Jean Hogan 

JoAnn Bray 

Kim Wallace 
Kristine Robison 

Laurie Pepin 

Laurie Willis 

Danni Mestaz 
Eileen Hamper 

Judy Kupfer 

Donna Hazel 

Kim Daniel 

Singers Concert Volunteers 
 
 

Proofreading: Laurie Willis, K’Ailsa Rowan 

Lobby Coordinator: Marge Schlechter 

Lobby Volunteers: Al Bonvouloir & Winn Crannell 

Program Cover Art: Lorna Sulgit 

Program  Design: Donna Hazel & Eileen Hamper 

Stage Manager: Bettie Owen 

Ticket Distribution: Sari Van Otegham 

Ushers: Micki Morales, Becky Bartunek. 

And of course, we always depend on the unflag-

ging support of our friends, family, partners, 

spouses, and many others 

 

Vocal InFusion 

Musicians 

 

 

Choralography 
Betsy Wagner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASL Interpreter 
Aleesa Church 

Betsy Wagner 

Kim Wallace 

Jan Blossom 
Laurie Willis 

JoAnn Bray 

Judy Kupfer: Flute, Saturday 

Sally Cooperrider: Flute, Sunday 

Marjorie Pearson: Guitar 
Kim Wallace: Percussion 

Kris Robison 

Sari Van 

Otegham 
Gloria Perkins 
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      Chorus Volunteers 
 
 

Chorus Contact: Eileen Hamper 
 
 

Database: JoAnn Bray 
 
 

Grant Writer: Margaret Lindberg 
 

Music Librarian: Gloria Perkins 
 

Performance Booking:  
  Laurie Willis 
 

Tax Returns: Sally Cooperrider 
 

Wardrobe Mistress: Jan Blossom 
 

Webmistress: Kristine Robison 

 

 

Action Circle  
Kristine Robison, President 

Marjorie Pearson, Vice President 

JoAnn Bray, Treasurer 

Margaret Lindberg, Secretary 

Marge Schlechter, Member at Large 

Jean Hogan, Member at Large  

 
 

T hanks To Our Donors 
Adonna Amoroso 
Anna Marie Ingram 

Betsy Wagner 

Eileen Hamper 

Eileen Soeder 
Evon Wise 

Heide Wilson 

Hilda Hodges 

Jean Hogan 
JoAnn Bray 

Kim Wallace 

Lisa King 

Margo Tenold 
Mikki Morales 

Sherrill Kumler  
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I CAN'T GIVE YOU ANYTHING BUT LOVE 
 

 
 

 

I can't give you anything but love, baby. 
That's the only thing I've plenty of, baby. 
Dreamin' a while, schemin' a while 
You're sure to find 
Happiness, and I guess 
All of those things you've always pined for. 
 
Gee, I'd like to see you lookin' swell, baby, 
Diamond bracelets Woolworth doesn't sell, baby. 
Till that lucky day, you know darn well, my baby, 
I can't give you anything but love. 
 
[alternate wording] 
I can't give you anything but love, baby. 
That's the one and only thing I've plenty of, baby 
 

We hope you enjoy us including the lyrics to most of our songs.  

You can find them throughout this program. 
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A Gala Cabaret 
 

Set One 
 

I Can’t Give You Anything But Love  Words by Dorothy Fields, Music by  

  Jimmy McHugh 
  

Reflection      Music by Matthew Wilder, Lyrics by  

Preformed by JoAnn Bray & Gloria Perkins David Zippel, Arr. by Mac Huff 
  

Influenced by Queers    Words and Music by Judy Small 

Performed by Jan Blossom, Margaret Lindberg,  
Laurie Pepin with Marjorie Pearson (guitar) 

  

Someone to Watch Over Me   Music & Lyrics by George Gershwin &  
      Ira Gershwin, Arranged by Kirby Shaw 

    

Some Days You Gotta Dance   Words & Music by Troy Johnson & Marshall 

Recorded by The Dixie Chicks   Morgan, Arranged by Mac Huff  
       

  

Grateful     Words and music by John Bucchino 
Performed by Ruth Huber 

  

Somewhere Over the Rainbow   Music by Harold Arlen, Lyrics by EH Harburg  
Performed by JoAnn Bray 

  

  

Vocal InFusion 
  

Fa Una Canzona    Words & Music by Orazio Vecchi, Arranged 

      by Russell Robinson 
  

What'll I Do     Words & Music by Irving Berlin, Arranged  

      by Kirby Shaw 
  

Java Jive     Words & Music by Milton Drake &  

      Ben Oakland, Arranged by Kirby Shaw 

  
Turn the Beat Around    Words and Music by Peter Jackson Jr. & 

      Gerald Jackson, Arranged by Deke Sharon 

      & Anne Raugh 

Intermission 

Refreshments in the lobby 
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Simply drag & drop photos into exclusively 
designed templates. Add your story and then 
upload for us to print as many copies as you 
wish. Contact me today to learn how to get your 

fee download. 

A Gala Cabaret 
Set Two 
 

Astonishing     Music by Jason Howland, Lyrics by Mindi 
      Dickstein, Arranged by Mark Brymer  

 
 
 

Cabaret      Words by Fred Ebb, Mujsic by John Kander, 
      Arranged by Kirby Shaw 

 

Sway      English Words by Norman Gimbel, Spanish 
      Words & Music by Pablo Beltran Ruiz,  

      Arranged by Kirby Shaw 

  
Tuesday Morning    Words & Music by Melissa Etheridge,  

      Arranged by Ruth Huber 

 
I Am Beautiful     Words & Music Ruth Huber, lyrics based on 

      the words of members of Rainbow Women’s 

      Chorus  

 
Hattie and Mattie    Words & Lyrics by Holly Near, Arranged by 

          Ruth Huber 
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         INFLUENCED BY QUEERS 

                        Judy Small 
  

You see them on the television, 
Hear them on the radio, 
Read it in a magazine, 
It’s everywhere you go. 
  
I don't care what people do behind the locks of bedroom doors, 
Who you are in private there is nobody's affair but yours. 
  
But there's a line that should be drawn in order to avoid the tears,  
And I don't want my children being influenced by queers. 
I don't want my children being influenced by queers. 
  
Okay, so tear down the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel. 
Destroy the Mona Lisa and the Pieta. 
Smash all the recordings of Tchaikovsky's music 
Don't let them learn of Lawrence of Arabia. 
  
Don't let them see the movies of Marlena Dietrich, 
Greta Garbo, Dirk Bogard or Doris Day 
Don't let them wear Gaultier or Gianni Versace, 
And don't let them see any of Rock Hudson on the way. 
  
Liberace, Nureyev, and Dame Joan Hammond, 
Peter Allen, Freddy Mercury, Melissa E, 
Elton John and Culture Club, and Tracy Chapman, 
Don't let them watch Ellen or listen to kd 
  
Make sure they stay away from Keynes and Plato 
Don't let them read Patrick White or Gertrude Stein, 
Don't let them watch a tennis match or golf or softball. 
Don't let them see that doctor there on Channel 9. 
And please don't let them listen to these songs of mine. 

 

     Rainbow Women`s Chorus 

                P.O. Box 32346 

                San Jose, California, 95152 

                (408) 374-5228 

           www.rainbowwomen.org 
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SOMEONE TO WATCH OVER ME 
 
 

There's a saying old, says that love is blind. 
Still we're often told, "Seek and ye shall find." 
So, I'm going to seek a certain lass I've had in mind. 
 
Looking every where, haven't found her yet. 
She's the big affair I cannot forget. 
[The] Only one I ever think of with regret. 
 
I'd like to add her initial to my monogram. 
Tell me, where is the shepherd for this lost lamb? 
 
There's a somebody I'm longing to see.  
I hope that she turns out to be 
Someone who'll watch over me. 
I'm a little lamb who's lost in the wood. 
I know I could -- always be good 
To one who'll watch over me. 
 
Although she may not be the one some  
Girls think of as handsome 
To my heart, she carries the key. 
 
Won't you tell her please, to put on some speed 
Follow my lead. Oh, how I need  
Someone to watch over me. 
Someone to watch over me. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SOME DAYS YOU GOTTA DANCE 
 
 

Well, it was about five 'til five on Friday and we  
  were all gettin' ready to go, 
And the boss-man started screamin', and his  
  veins began to show. 
He said you and you come with me, 'cause  
  you're gonna have to stay. 
And my heart was thumpin', I was jumpin'.  
  I had to get away. 
 
Chorus 
Some days, you gotta dance 
Live it up when you get the chance. 
'Cause when the world doesn't make no sense 
And you're feelin' just a little too tense, 
Gotta loosen up those chains and dance. 
 
Well I was talkin' with my baby over a small      
  glass of tea. 
She asked the loaded question, she said how   
  do you feel about me? 
My mind was racin', I was pacin', but the  
  words just wouldn't come. 
And there was only one thing left to do, I feel  
  it comin' on. 
 
Chorus 
Musical interlude 
Chorus 
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ASTONISHING 
I thought home was all I'd ever want,  
My attic all I'd ever need. 
Now nothing feels the way it was before,  
And I don't know how to proceed. 
I only know I'm meant for something more. 
I've got to know if I can be 
Astonishing. 
 
There's a life -- that I am meant to lead, 
Alive like nothing I have known. 
I can feel it, and it's far from here. 
I've got to find it on my own. 
 
Even now I feel the heat upon my skin:  
A life of passion -- that pulls me from within. 
A life that I am aching to begin. 
There must be somewhere I can be 
Astonishing 
 
I'll find my way, I'll find it far away. 
I'll find it in the unexpected and unknown. 
I'll find my life in my own way today. 
Here I go, and there's no turning back. 
My great adventure has begun. 
I may be small, but I've got giant plans 
To shine as brightly as the sun. 
 
I'll shout and start a riot, be  
   anything but quite. 
Christopher Columbus*,  
   I'll be astonishing.  
Astonishing, at last. 
 

 

CABARET  

 

 

 
 

What good is sitting alone in   
   your room? 
Come hear the music play; 
Life is a Cabaret, old chum, 
Come to the Cabaret 
 
Put down the knitting, the book  
  and the broom, 

 
Time for a holiday; 
Life is a Cabaret, old chum 
Why don't "cha come to the Cabaret? 
 
Come taste the wine, come hear the band 
Come blow your horn, start celebrating, 
Right this way, your table's waiting. 
 
What good's permitting some prophet of doom 
to wipe every smile away 
Life is a Cabaret, old chum 
Come to the Cabaret. 

 

R a i n b o w 
W o m e n ’ s 

Chorus  

would like to thank 
all our supporters. 

 

Support those that support us. 
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Sway 
Quien sera la que me quiera a mi? 
Quien sera? Quien sera? 
Quien sera la que me de su amor? 
Quien sera? Quien sera? 
  
Yo no se si la podren contrar, 
You no se, Yo no se. 
Yo no se si volverea a querer 
Yo no se, yo no se. 
  
He querido volver a vivir 
la pasion yel calor de otro amor, 
de otro amor que meheciera sentir, 
que mehiciera feliz. 
 
I can hear the sound of violins 
Long before it begins. 
Make me thrill as only you know how, 
Sway me smooth, sway me now. 
 
Sway me, squeeze me, kiss me, thrill me, 
bend me, please me, you have a way with me! 
 
[Musical interlude] 
 
He querido volver a vivir, 
la pasion yel calor deotroamor,  

deotroamor que mehiciera sentir, 

que mehiciera feliz. 

 

TUESDAY MORNING 
Up and down this road I go [repeat] 
Skippin' and dodgin' [repeat] 
Up and down this road I go 
Skippin' and dodgin' 
From a forty-four 
 
Ten O three on a Tuesday mornin'  
In the fall of an American dream 
A man is doin' what he know is right On Flight 93. 
He loved his mom and he loved his dad. 
Loved his home and he loved his man. 
But on that bloody Tuesday mornin'  
He died an American. 
 
Chorus 
Now you cannot change this, you can't erase this 
you can't pretend  this is not the truth. 
 
Even though he could not marry,  
Or teach your children in our schools, 
Because who he wants to love 
Is breakin' your god's rules. 
He stood up on a Tuesday mornin' 
In the terror he was brave. 
And he made his choice, and without a doubt, 
A hundred lives he must have saved. 
 
Chorus 
And the things you might take for granted, 
Your inalienable rights. 
Some might choose to deny him 

Even though he gave his life. 
Can you live with yourself in the land of the free 
And make him less of a hero than the other     
  three? 
Well, it might begin to change ya' 
In a field in Pennsylvania. 
 
Stand up America, hear the bell now as it tolls. 
Wake up America, it's Tuesday morning, 
C'mon, Let's roll. 
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I AM BEAUTIFUL 
 

 

I am beautiful. I am beautiful  
I am beautiful because of my spirit, 
I am beautiful because of my smile. 

I am beautiful because of the footprint that I leave upon the Earth. 
 

I am struggling to win over challenges and obstacles in my life! 
Critical voices from my childhood, telling me lies! 

It takes courage to be real, and to battle against everything they taught me. 
I can get angry! I get over whelmed. 

 
But I'm strong, and I'm nurturing, and I belong. 

I find balance and connection in a song. 
I'm a daughter of Gaia. 

 
I think I'm pretty much an open book  

(I've stopped hiding). 
 

I'm a round peg in a square hole, 
I'm an oddball, a little off-beat, a little quirky 

A little warped, a little warped, a little warped, 
But I'm a daughter of Gaia. 

 
I like to take a walk outside,  

By the sea, or under the pines 
And I find joy, and peace,  

In the wind and the mountains,  
In the hot and cold places. 

 
I hear my inner voice. I hear my inner voice  

And Music! Beating of my heart. 
I hear my inner voice - sing! 

And I can learn to grow and fly,  
Connected to the earth and sky. 

 
I can't break. I can learn to give and take. 

I can't help it. 
And I am not alone. 

[repeat previous lines: 
"I am beautiful..." and "I'm a round peg..." 

 
I've got my puppies, my partner, my mentor, my mom, 
My best friend, my counselor, my daughter, my son,  

My family  -- the family I never had 
And I am not, no I am not -- alone 
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HATTIE AND MATTIE 
 

Hattie and Mattie live downstairs from me. 
Same apartment since nineteen forty three. 
They've got embroidered pictures on the wall,  
With quotes that no one said, 
And an autographed picture of Jesus Christ 
Above their double bed. 
 
Well, they're two old ladies, that can't be denied. 
But their matching aprons hide a wilder side. 
And they will tell you about Paree over countless cups  
   of tea, 
And maybe you will get a clue, but first it eluded me 
 
Chorus 
That they're the founding mothers of the revolution 
Of mating with a blatant disregard for evolution.  
Lesbians extraordinaire, years before they cut their hair. 
Four stories over all the pushing and the shovin' 
Hattie and Mattie got some brownies in the oven, 
Sittin' and knittin' and lovin' their whole life through. 
 
Hattie and Mattie met through Gertrude Stein, 
One summer day at a dejeuner divine. 
Hattie said "I'm fond of La Jaconde and her strange  
   and sexy style," 
So Mattie said, "well, Leonardo's dead, but I know  
   what made her smile!" 
 
Hattie and Mattie bake for the gayborhood. 
For years they've been spreadin' love in any way they   
   could.  
Cause it's a special recipe, that they got from Alice B. 
So I should have known when I heard the groans  
But it took me years to see. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Join The Chorus 

Our chorus needs not only singers 
but also support staff and funding in 
order to continue to bring you beau-
tiful music.  

The members of Rainbow Women’s 
Chorus encourage you to join us 
and share in our joy of singing and 
entertaining you. Visit our web site, 
www.rainbowwomen.org, or call Ei-
leen at (408) 374-5228 for more 
information. 

Please take a minute to fill out 
our survey.  

FA UNA CANZONA 
Sing a song and never sing of sorrow. 
The air will be filled with rejoicing. 
Sing me to sleep with a serenade. 
Sing sweetly to the song’s closing. 
 
Sing a song to make cool my love. 
Because my heart hurts for you. 
Sing me to sleep with a serenade. 
Sing sweetly to the song’s closing. 

http://www.rainbowwomen.org
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