






Join  the Chorus!
Our Chorus needs not only singers but also support staff and funding in order to continue to 
bring you beautiful music. The members of Rainbow Women’s Chorus encourage you to join 
us and share in our joy of singing and entertaining. 

Visit our web site, www.rainbowwomen.org, or call (408) 857-3138 or (408) 603-9367 for 
more information.

Our Mission
The Rainbow Women’s Chorus works together to develop musical excellence in an atmosphere 
of mutual support and respect. We perform publicly for the entertainment, education and cul-
tural enrichment of our audiences and community. We sing to enhance the esteem of all women, 
to celebrate diversity, to promote peace and freedom, and to touch people’s hearts and lives.

Our Story
Rainbow Women’s Chorus is a nonprofit corporation governed by the Action Circle, a group of 
women dedicated to realizing the organization’s mission. Chorus members began singing together 
in 1996, presenting concerts in venues such as Le Petit Trianon Theatre, the San Jose Repertory 
Theater, Triton Museum, Christ the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and the San Jose Center for 
the Performing Arts. The chorus also performs at church services, diversity celebrations, awards 
ceremonies, community meetings and private events.
Rainbow Women’s Chorus is a member of the Gay and Lesbian Association of Choruses and, 
with Silicon Valley Gay Men’s Chorus, was the proud cohost of GALA’s Festival 2000 in San 
Jose. Since then, RWC has participated in GALA Festivals in 2004 (Montreal), in 2008 (Miami) 
and in Denver last July, 2012. In February 2006, members of RWC sang with a dozen other 
choruses at a breast cancer and HIV benefit at Carnegie Hall in NYC, Timothy Selig conducting. 
In July 2010, RWC traveled to Chicago for the Sister Singers Women’s Choral Festival. But as 
always, our favorite performances are singing for you, right here at home!

Support the Arts
Rainbow Women’s Chorus and other arts organizations receive much valued support from Arts 
Council Silicon Valley, not only in grants, but also in training, guidance, marketing, fundraising, 
and more. Arts Council Silicon Valley also produces LiveSV, an online, up-to-date listing of arts 
events in Silicon Valley. Visit them at www.livesv.com. 

Please support Rainbow Women’s Chorus and other arts organizations with your generous 
donations. Keep the Arts alive! 



Ruth Huber, Co-Artistic Director, Composer-in-Residence
Ruth Huber was instrumental in founding both RWC and Tapestry 
Singers (the Austin Women’s Chorus). She holds three music degrees, 
including a Master of Music in Composition from the San Francisco 
Conservatory,  and has studied conducting at San Jose State University.  
Her compositions and songs have won awards from the American 
Choral Directors Association, the San Francisco ArtSong Competition, 
and the Austin Music Umbrella Songwriters Competition, and she 
receives commissions from choral groups around the country. A 
certified member of Music Teachers National Association, she teaches 
piano, serves as Music Director for Campbell United Congregational 
Church and resides in San Jose with her wife, Brenda Meng, and an 
assortment of adorable cats.

Betsy Wagner, Co-Artistic Director, Choralographer
Betsy Wagner has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Music Education with 
a dual major in voice and piano from Louisiana Tech University in 
Ruston, LA. She has been teaching music to students in grades K-12 
since 1978. Since coming to the Bay Area in 1990, she has built an 
award-winning choir program at Morrill Middle School in San Jose. 
Betsy has been singing with Rainbow Women’s Chorus since 1997 
and has been co-director since 2000. She creates the choralography for 
RWC performances and, in the fall of 2003, helped found RWC’s small 
ensemble, Vocal InFusion. According to her mom, her natural musical 
ability showed up at the early age of two, when she played “Twinkle, 
Twinkle Little Star” by ear on her toy piano.

Kathy Disney, Accompanist 
Kathy Disney received a Bachelor of Music degree in Music Education 
from San Jose State University in 2009 and a teaching credential 
in 2012. She currently teaches general music to grades K-5 in the 
Cupertino Union School District. For fun she sings in the church 
choir and serves as substitute pianist at St. Jude’s, Cupertino. She is a 
member of NAfME (National Association for Music Education), and 
AOSA  (American Orff-Schulwerk Association). She lives with three 
wonderful men—husband Don and teenage sons Caleb and Reece—
but loves her weekly “women’s night out” with RWC.

Rainbow Women’s Chorus Staff



Chorus Volunteers
Chorus Contact: Eileen Hamper
Databases: Marnie Singer and  

Bonnie Montgomery
General Volunteer: Karen Evans
Grants and Fundraising: Margaret Lindberg, 

Eileen Hamper, Mary Alice Edson,  
Marjorie Pearson

Facebook Page: Laurie Willis and  
Bonnie Montgomery

Membership: Laurie Pepin
Music Librarian: Gloria Perkins,  

with Karen Evans
Performance Booking: Jan Blossom
Tax Returns: Sally Cooperrider
Wardrobe Mistress: Jan Blossom

Action Circle  
(Board of Directors)

President: Kathleen Eagan
Vice President: Laurie Pepin 
Treasurer: Laurie Ellsworth
Secretary: Eileen Hamper
Member at Large: 

Mary Alice Edson

Bookkeeper: Evon Wise
Website: Greg Elmensdorp

Sopranos                                                   
Bonnie Montgomery 
Gloria Perkins†                                                  
Eileen Soeder 
Jan Blossom 
Kathleen Eagan
Karen Parker†

Margaret Lindberg
Marjorie Pearson
Mary Alice Edson†

Mary Wall
Michele Hare 
Ruth Huber*
Sari Van Otegham†

*  Directors 
†   Vocal InFusion

Altos
Betsy Wagner*†

Eileen Hamper
Janelle Crane 
Jean Hogan 
Joanna DeSa
Judy Kupfer
Kim Wallace†

Laurie Ellsworth 
Laurie Pepin†

Lily Kuo 
Marge Schlechter 
Nancy Arvold
PJ Turnham
Tanja Turner 
Vilma Perry

Singers Concert Production Staff
Decorations: Mary Alice and Larry Edson
Concert Volunteers: Rosy McCloskey, Donna 

Hazel, Karen Evans, Kevin Brownstein, 
Kim Daniel, Lisa Cummings, Al & Winn, 
Larry Edson

Production Manager: Kathleen Eagan and 
Laurie Pepin

Program Design and Layout: Eileen Hamper
Program Notes: Members of the Chorus
Sound and Recording: Charles Ryan 
Stage Manager: Brian Singer
Ticket Distribution: Mary Alice Edson and 

Michelle Hare
In addition, all of the members of the Chorus 
contributed to every aspect of producing this 
concert for you.
We also always depend on the unflagging 
support of our friends, family, partners, and 
many others. We couldn’t do this without you!



Big THANKS to Our Donors!
Thanks from the bottom of our musical hearts 
to the following donors for their support: 

$500 and up: Mickie Morales, Alice Davis

$100 - $499: Bettie Owen, Eileen Soeder, Joyce 
Sogg, Kathleen Simpson, Lisa King, Richard 
Nancarrow, Steve Miller, Kim Wallace and Laurie 
Pepin

$50 - $99: Brian Kuhn, A. Prescott, Diane James, 
P. Gail Chesler, Marjorie Pearson, Ruth Huber

Donations-in-kind: Kim Wallace and Laurie Pepin, 
PJ Turnham, Eileen Hamper, Kathleen Eagen, Jan 
Blossom, Laurie Ellsworth, Mary Alice Edson, 
Ruth Huber, Betsy Wagner, Nancy Arvold, Sari 
Van Otegham

Donors through ArtsChoice, grants from Arts 
Council Silicon Valley and Horizons Foundation, 
matching funds from Lam Research Corporation

We sincerely apologize if we left your name off 
this list.

Rainbow Women’s Chorus

Join with us as we enter  
our seventeenth year  

singing together.

14938 Camden Ave, Suite 61 
San Jose, CA 95124 

(408) 857-3138 
www.rainbowwomen.org

Happy Fifth
Wedding Anniversary!



Divas and Dreamers
Keep on Movin’ Forward   

Words and Music by Pat Humpries, arranged by Jane R. Miller,  
further arranged for RWC by Ruth Huber

Blessing  (Permissions requested)    
Music by Ruth Huber. Words based on a quote from Audre Lorde with additional lyrics by Ruth Huber

Uh Huh
Words and Music by Holly Near, arranged by J. David Moore

Remember My Song   
Words and Music by Sally K. Albrecht and Jay Althouse

Rosa Sat   
Words and Music by Amy Dixon-Kollar, arranged by J. David Moore

Anyway   
Words and Music by Martina McBride, Brad Warren and Brett  
Warren, arranged by Greg Gilpin. Recorded by Martina McBride.

Vocal InFusion
 Walking on Sunshine

 Words and Music by Kimberley Rew
Wanting Memories 
 Words and Music by Ysaye Barnwell (of Sweet Honey In the Rock)
Shooting Star
 Words and Music by Cris Williamson 

(You Make Me Feel Like a) Natural Woman
Words and Music by Carole King, Gerry Goffin and Jerry Wexler, arranged by Anita Kerr

The Greatest Love of All  
Words by Linda Creed, Music by Michael Masser, arranged by Jay Althouse.  
Recorded by Whitney Houston.

/
/

INTERMISSION/ /

Enjoy the snacks provided for your enjoyment by our singers. Also, consider receiving a CD or 
T-shirt from the donation gift table. Either would make a great fifth wedding-anniversary gift!



At Last 
Words by Mack Gordon, Music by Harry Warren, arranged by Jay Althouse. Recorded by Etta James.

Firework 
Words and Music by Mikkel Eriksen, Tor Erik Hermansen, Ester Dean, Katy Perry and Sandy 
Wilhelm. Original GLEE arrangement by Adam Anders and Tim Davis. Recorded by Katy Perry.

Someone Like You  
Words and Music by Adele Adkins and Dan Wilson, arranged by Mac Huff

These Boots Are Made for Walkin’ 
Words and Music by Lee Hazlewood. arranged by Kirby Shaw.
Recorded by Nancy Sinatra and Jessica Simpson.

I Will Remember You (with I Will Always Love You)  arranged by Kirby Shaw.
“I Will Remember You” Words and Music by Sarah McLachlan, Seamus Egan and Dave Merenda  
“I Will Always Love You” Words and Music by Dolly Parton. 

Vogue
Words and Music by Madonna Ciccone and Shep Pettibone, arranged by Andy Beck.  
Recorded by Madonna

Musical Mothers Medley   Medley arranged for RWC by Ruth Huber 
If it Wasn’t for the Women*   
 Words and Music by Alix Dobkin, based on a traditional Scots tune 
Sweet Darlin’ Woman*  
 Words and Music by Diane Lindsay. Recorded by Meg Christian.
Waterfall*   
 Words and Music by Cris Williamson
We Shall Go Forth*   
 Words and Music by Margie Adam

* used by permission

 Additional Performance Credits
Piano accompanist: Kathy Disney

Choralography: Betsy Wagner
Percussionist: Reece Disney

Celebrating Women in Music



Program Notes

Keep on Movin’ Forward  
Composer Pat Humphries is half of the duo, 
Emma’s Revolution: award winning, globe-trotting 
activist musicians. Also partners-in-life, Pat and 
Sandy O. named themselves after Emma Goldman, 
an anarchist and activist famous for saying, “If 
I can’t dance I don’t want to be part of your 
revolution.” The musicians stand for “an end of 
violence. Period!” They inspire us all to rise up for 
truth and hope with their songs of peace and justice, 
human rights, and environment justice, as in this 
song, “Keep on Moving Forward.”    (NA)

Blessing: (Permissions requested)
“Blessing,” written by our own Ruth Huber, was 
inspired by this quote from the African-American 
Lesbian Feminist poet, Audre Lorde: “To acknowl-
edge privilege is the first step in making it available 
for wider use. Each of us is blessed in some particu-
lar way, whether we recognize our blessings or not. 
And each one of us, somewhere in our lives, must 
clear a space within that blessing where she can call 
upon whatever resources are available to her in the 
name of something which must be done.” Ms Huber 
was struck by the determination, generosity, and  
clarity of Ms Lorde’s vision. “Blessing” was first 
performed at a benefit for Next Door Solutions to 
Domestic Violence.   (RH)

Uh Huh
“Just let it go” is not always easy. (“I want to kill. 
Breathe in, breathe out.”)  Holly Near’s sense of 
justice, sense of culture, and sense of humor con-
tinue to delight and astound us. Her new material 
keeps her solidly positioned as one of the nation’s 
finest political artists. Her long time fans say this 
CD, Edge, rates as one of her best ever. 

Remember My Song 
Memorable music and a moving text combine 
flawlessly in this inspiring choral work, encouraging 
singers to let their song be heard; it was written in 
honor of Daniel Pearl World Music Days. Pearl was 

a journalist for the Wall Street Journal who was 
kidnapped and killed by Al-Qaeda. The song talks 
about his hopes that his wife, Marianne, and others 
will remember him and his goals. (GP, ML)

Rosa Sat   
When Rosa Parks took her seat in the “white 
section” of the bus, she became a milestone in the 
struggle that led to the election of Barack Obama 
as the first black president of the USA. RWC first 
heard this song performed at the SisterSingers 
festival in Chicago in 2010 and then joyfully sang it 
for our black, elderly musician docent as we left his 
tour bus. We brought it back to perform for you. 

Anyway
“Anyway,” co-written and recorded by Martina 
McBride on her album Waking up Laughing, is 
an inspirational song based on a The Paradoxical 
Commandments first published by Kent M. Keith 
in 1968. These sentiments have touched the hearts 
of people all over the world, as they speak of the 
disasters that can befall our best efforts and that the 
effort is worth doing ANYWAY. (JB)

Vocal InFusion
Walking on Sunshine
Walking on Sunshine is the debut album by 
New Wave band Katrina and the Waves, 
released in 1983. The group had a worldwide 
hit with the song and their biggest US hit ever. 
A Grammy award nomination for “Best New 
Artist” followed, as did constant touring This 
song about unadulterated joy has been used 
in a number of feature films. For those who 
remember the video, the standout will of course be 
the band’s rainbow of Converse sneakers.    (KW)

Wanting Memories
Dr. Ysaye M. Barnwell—musician, composer, 
arranger, singer, teacher, choral clinician, 
researcher, author and actress—dedicated 
“Wanting Memories” to her father when it was 



recorded, but it was written while both her 
parents were still alive. What was special though 
was that she was an only child and when her 
father died and then her mother, as she prepared 
to sell the house she grew up in, she found bags 
of photos, letters and other memorabilia—the 
kind of things an only child hopes for. So in 
a sense, the song was an unconscious wish or 
prayer that actually came true.           (GP)

Shooting Star
Shooting Star was first recorded on Cris 
Williamson’s first album, Changer and the 
Changed, one of the best-selling independent 
releases of all time. She was one of the founding 
mothers of Olivia Records, and set the stage for 
women, and particularly for lesbians, to write, 
produce, record, and issue their own material—
on their own terms. 

Natural Woman
Co-written by Carole King and Gerry Goffin, “(You 
Make Me Feel Like) A Natural Woman” was writ-
ten for Aretha Franklin, who released the single 
in 1967. It was first recorded by Carole on her 
landmark 1971 album Tapestry. Now 70 and still 
full of life, more than 400 of Carole’s compositions 
have been recorded by over 1,000 artists, resulting 
in 100 hit singles. Carole King is without question 
the most successful and revered female songwriter 
in pop music history.

The Greatest Love of All 
The song, written by Linda Creed and Michael 
Masser, was originally recorded for the 1977 
Muhammad Ali biopic The Greatest. It describes 
her feelings about coping with great challenges, 
being strong during tough times whether you 
succeed or fail, and passing that strength on to 
children to carry with them into their adult lives. 
The song was popularized by Whitney Houston and 
was her third biggest US hit.              (LK)

At Last
Etta James, soul and blues singer, made this ballad 
famous in 1960. It became her signature song and 

was the third in a string of successful songs from 
her debut album At Last! It was so popular that 
it became her second number two R&B hit and 
crossed over to pop radio, reaching number 47 on the 
Billboard Hot 100 in 1961. “At Last” was originally 
written in 1941 by Mack Gordon and Harry Warren 
for the musical film Orchestra Wives.        (JK)

Firework
“Firework,” co-written by Katy Perry, was produced 
for Perry’s third studio album, Teenage Dream 
(2010). The song is a self-empowerment anthem 
with inspirational lyrics, and was considered by 
Perry as the most important song for her on the 
album. “Firework” won Video of the Year at the 
2011 MTV Video Music Awards. 

Someone Like You 
“Someone Like You” is a song by English singer-
songwriter Adele, written by Adele and Dan Wilson 
for her second studio album. The pop and soul 
ballad was inspired by a broken relationship, and 
lyrically it speaks of Adele coming to terms with 
it. The song received positive reviews from music 
critics who chose the song as a highlight of the 
album and praised the lyrics, its simple sound and 
Adele’s vocal performance.                             (ES)

These Boots Are Made for Walkin’
Pop radio these days seems full of women singing 
about brushing off someone not worthy to shine her 
boots. Nancy Sinatra did it best in 1966 with this 
chart topper written by Lee Hazlewood. Whether 
you wore go-go boots in the Sixties or wear hiking 
boots or work boots today, enjoy this sensible 
response to anyone feeding you a line.   (BM)

I Will Remember You with (I Will 
Always Love You) 

I Will Remember You  
“I Will Remember You,” co-written by Sarah 
McLachlan, first appeared on the soundtrack 
for the movie The Brothers McMullen in 1995. 
On September 10, 2011, she performed “I Will 
Remember You” and “Angel” at a ceremony in 



Stonycreek, Pennsylvania, commemorating 
the passengers and crew of hijacked United 
Airlines Flight 93 who fought the hijackers and 
brought down their airplane on September 11, 
2001.

I Will Always Love You
“I Will Always Love You,” written and 
performed by Dolly Parton, was released on 
June 6, 1974 as the second single from Parton’s 
thirteenth solo studio album, Jolene. Parton 
became the first artist ever to earn a number 
one record twice with the same song as a 
singer, and three times as a writer.

Vogue
When Madonna called for us to “get up on the 
dance floor,” she ushered in the Gay Nineties: 
“Vogue” was the best-selling single of 1990. 
The music video became such a classic that Jane 
Lynch took the starring role in Glee’s shot-for-
shot remake. Learn to vogue by watching Jennie 
Livingston’s documentary Paris Is Burning, as 
gay and transgender people of color made their 
fantasies realities at Harlem’s drag balls. While 
Madonna’s fantasy was Greta Garbo and Monroe, 
these individuals emulated men and women on 
every rung of society’s ladder.  (BM)

Musical Mothers Medley
If It Wasn’t for the Women 
This song by Alix Dobkin was recorded by 
August Night Records live at the Michigan 
Womyn’s Music Festival in 1985 
for their 10th anniversary album. 
Alix says, “It is based on the rousing 
traditional Scots tune, ‘The Work 
Of The Weavers,’ —I love Scottish 
folk songs in general—from which 
I borrowed liberally.” She has been 
called a “womyn’s music legend” by 
Spin Magazine, “uncompromising” 
in the New York Times Magazine, 
and “a troublemaker” by the FBI.  
(AD)  

Sweet Darlin’ Woman  
Composed by singer-songwriter Diane 
Lindsay, this song was sung by Meg Christian 
on her iconic album Face the Music. It tells the 
listener about the romantic love and longing 
one woman has for another woman. Even 
though the two are no longer together, the 
singer wishes they were. This song speaks to 
everyone who’s ever been in love and it helps 
us to appreciate the wonder and strength of 
womanhood.   (GP)

Waterfall
“Waterfall” is another fabulous song by Cris 
Williamson. Using soothing, melodic tones, 
Cris gives encouragement to those feeling 
unsure of themselves and needing “a little 
peace of mind.” She invites the listener to 
“open up your life to the living” so that one’s 
life will “fill up and overflow,” like an end-
less waterfall.

We Shall Go Forth  
“We Shall Go Forth!” was recorded live in 
San Francisco on the eve of the Equal Rights 
Amendment Ratification deadline. Here is a 
clear-eyed and intense Margie Adam in concert 
with her voice, piano and intention all driving 
her performance.

Note: Our singers wrote many of the program notes. 
Their initials follow each note that they wrote.

	 SALLY	COOPERRIDER
	 Attorney	at	Law

Family	Law	Mediation	&	Collaborative	Law
Estate	Planning							Domestic	Partnerships

142	George	St.,	San	Jose,	CA	95110
www.Cooperriderlaw.com

(408)	287-7717







The First Unitarian Church of San Jose is a welcoming Congregation that strives to 
actively include people of all sexual orientations and gender identities.

If you’re looking for a very special wedding and reception site, the First Unitarian 
Church is a unique venue. The 121 year old building is a masterpiece of original 
stained glass windows, wood panelling and chairs. See other details at www.
sanjoseuu.org.

To visit this historical site please call (408) 841-7542 or email  
Maxine Goulding at rentals@sanjoseuu.org. The church is located at  
160 North Third Street, San Jose, CA 95112.
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venue. The 121 year old building is a masterpiece of original stained glass windows, wood paneling 
and chairs. See other details at www.sanjoseuu.org. 

To visit this historical site please call (408) 841-7542 or email Maxine Goulding 
at rentals@sanjoseuu.org. The church is located at 160 North Third Street, San Jose, CA 95112. 

 

Save the Date!
RWC Holiday Concert  

with the Menlo Park Chorus
   December 6 & 8, 2013 

Friday evening
Menlo Atherton Performing  

Arts Center in Atherton
Sunday afternoon

Christ the Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church in San Jose



(but with air conditioning)


