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No matter what you value,  
I’m here to protect it with  
respect and professionalism. 
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

It’s our differences  
that make us great.

1101010.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Steve Sosnowski, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0C28536

841 Blossom Hill Rd
San Jose, CA  95123
Bus: 408-629-4700
Se habla Español





Support the Arts
Rainbow Women’s Chorus and other 
arts organizations receive much valued 
support from Silicon Valley Creates, 
not only in grants, but also in training, 
guidance, marketing, fundraising and 
more. Silicon Valley Creates also 
manages LiveSV, an online, up-to-date 
listing of arts events in Silicon Valley. 
Visit them at www.livesv.com the next 
time you’re looking for entertainment. 
Horizons Foundation also helps fund 
RWC with generous grants.

Silicon Valley 
Creates



Strike the Harp and Join the Chorus!
The members of Rainbow Women’s Chorus encourage you to join us and share in our joy 
of singing and entertaining. We welcome singers and volunteers. Rehearsals for our spring 
concert will begin in late January or early February. For more information visit our web-
site, www.rainbowwomen.org, or call (408) 603-9367.

Our Mission
Rainbow Women’s Chorus works together to develop musical excellence 
in an atmosphere of mutual support and respect. We perform publicly for 
the entertainment, education and cultural enrichment of our audiences and 
community. We sing to enhance the esteem of all women, to celebrate diversity, 
to promote peace and freedom, and to touch people’s hearts and lives.

Our Story 
In 1996 Silicon Valley Gay Men’s Chorus (SVGMC), then called the Leidermann, 
returned from the GALA (Gay And Lesbian Association) choral festival in Tampa 
so inspired that they wanted to host a GALA Festival here in San Jose. However, 
GALA required that both men and women needed representation. So Len Chandler, 
singer with the Leidermann, asked Lynne McLaughlin, former music director of 
the men’s chorus, if she would be interested in starting a  “Sister Choir” for them. 
In agreeing to do so, Lynne became the  music director of what the original singing 
members voted to name Rainbow Women’s Chorus. Our logo was designed by Lynne’s 
son, Tom McDonald.  

Rainbow Women’s Chorus is a nonprofit corporation governed by the Action Circle, 
a group which is dedicated to realizing the organization’s mission. Besides our 
concerts, RWC is also available to perform at church services, diversity celebrations, 
awards ceremonies, community meetings and private events.

Rainbow Women’s Chorus is a member of the Gay and Lesbian Association of 
Choruses (GALA). In 2000, RWC co-hosted, along with the Silicon Valley Gay 
Men’s Chorus, the GALA Festival in San Jose —10 days and over 5000 singers! 
Since then, RWC has participated in GALA Festivals in Montreal, Miami and twice 
in Denver. In 2006, members of RWC sang with a dozen other choruses at Carnegie 
Hall for a benefit concert and in 2010 we attended the Sister Singers Festival in 
Chicago. But we like it best when we are here at home, singing for you!



Rainbow Women’s Chorus Staff
Ruth Huber, Co-Artistic Director, Composer-in-Residence
Ruth Huber was instrumental in founding both RWC and Tapestry Singers 
(the Austin Women’s Chorus). She holds three music degrees, including a 
Master of Music in Composition from the San Francisco Conservatory, and has 
studied conducting at San Jose State University. Her compositions and songs 
have won awards from the American Choral Directors Association, the San 
Francisco ArtSong Competition, and the Austin Music Umbrella Songwriters 
Competition, and she receives commissions from choral groups around the 
country. A certified member of Music Teachers National Association, she 
teaches piano, serves as Music Director for Campbell United Congregational 
Church and resides in San Jose with her wife, Brenda Meng, and an assortment 
of adorable cats.

Betsy Wagner, Co-Artistic Director, Choralographer
Betsy Wagner has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Music Education with a dual 
major in voice and piano from Louisiana Tech University in Ruston, LA. 
She has recently retired from a 35 year-long career teaching music to K - 12 
students, including the past 27 years leading the choir program at Morrill 
Middle School in San Jose. Betsy has been singing with Rainbow Women’s 
Chorus since 1997 and has been co-director since 2000. She creates the 
choralography for RWC performances and, in the fall of 2003, helped found 
RWC’s small ensemble, Vocal InFusion. According to her mom, her natural 
musical ability showed up at the early age of two, when she played “Twinkle, 
Twinkle Little Star” by ear on her toy piano.

Kathy Disney, Accompanist 
Kathy Disney received a Bachelor of Music degree in Music Education from 
San Jose State University in 2009 and a teaching credential in 2012. She 
currently teaches general music to grades PreK-5 at The Ventana School, 
where she enjoys a daily dose of children singing, playing and dancing.  She 
is a member of the American Orff-Schulwerk Association (AOSA) and the 
National Association for Music Education (NAfME) and can often be found 
at workshops playing nicely with other music teachers from around the world.  
For fun she also sings in the church choir and enjoys running and hiking in the 
many open space preserves in the beautiful Bay Area. Kathy joined RWC in 
2010 and is thrilled to be back from a two year hiatus in Southeast Asia. “One 
of life’s greatest joys is making music in a loving, inclusive community. RWC 
is my happy place.”



Chorus Volunteers
Chorus Contact: Eileen Hamper
Databases: Marnie Singer 
Facebook Pages: Marnie Singer
Grants: Margaret Lindberg and Eileen 

Hamper
Music Librarian: Gloria Perkins
Online Publicity: Roxanne Arnold
Performance Booking: Jan Blossom
Tax Returns and legal advice: Sally 

Cooperrider
Website: Greg Elmensdorp

Action Circle
(Board of Directors)
President: Maryalice Edson
Vice President: Larry Edson 
Treasurer: Laurie Ellsworth
Secretary: Eileen Soeder
Members at Large: 

Tracy Popenhagen 
 Kathleen Eagan 
 Jan Blossom

Sopranos                                                   
Gloria Perkins †                                               
Eileen Soeder 
Eleanor Strong
Enid Stahl 
Hannah Waldschmidt 
Karen Parker † 

Kathleen Eagan
Kathy Disney
Margaret Lindberg
Marjorie Pearson
Mary Edson †

Roxanne Arnold
Ruth Huber*
Sari Van Otegham †

Tracy Popenhagen †
 

* Artistic Directors
† Vocal InFusion 

Altos
Betsy Wagner*
Jan Peterson †

Jean Hogan 
Joanna DeSa
Kathleen Stensrud 
Kim Daniel
Kim Wallace †

Laurie Ellsworth
Laurie Pepin †

Laurie Willis †

Lily Kuo (Sunday)
Liz Vogel
Marion Steeg 
Meg Sanders 
Nancy Arvold
Sally Cooperrider
Sue Rizzo

Singers Concert Volunteers
Printing: Laurie Ellsworth
Production Manager: Larry Edson
Program Design and Layout: Eileen 

Hamper
Sound: Charles Ryan 
Stage Manager: Brian Singer
Wardrobe Mistress: Jan Blossom
Lobby Volunteers: Al, Winn, Larry 

Edson, Peter Stensrud and Becky 
Royce

Program Notes composed by our 
singers.

In addition, members of the Chorus con-
tributed to every aspect of producing 
this concert for you.

We also depend on the unflagging support 
of our friends, family, partners, and many 
others. We couldn’t do this without you! 



$500+
Kim Wallaceand Laurie Pepin, BW, 
Micki & Becky, Kathy Madden

$100 - $499
Bettie Owen, Brian Singer, Don 
Jolly, Eileen and Sher, Jan Blossom, 
Kate Engelberg, Katherine Dawson, 
Kathleen Eagan, Laurie Ellsworth, 
Lynne McLaughlin, Meg Sanders, 
Margie Streuble, Michelle and Sarah, 
Mick Davoudian, Niki Davis, Renee 
Jones, Richard Nancarrow, Sydney 
Reader, Terry E. Shoup  

Contributors
Brian Kuhn, C. A. Looper, Carol 
(Anderson) King, Diane James, Ellyn 
Wood, Enid A. Stahl, Eric and Rusty 
Tooley, Gerri Hettenbach, Jackie 
Jolly, Jean Hogan, Al & Winn, Joanna 
Hill, John Haselden, Julie Ann Vargas 
Meneses, Kerry Newkirk, Lee 
Ann Slaton & Gary Schaffer, 
Linda and William Lucitt, Lois 
and Kenneth Gerchman, Lynne 
Miller, Margaret Lindberg, 
Marjorie Pearson, Mary Edson, 
Maureen Gray, Nancy Arvold, 
Nancy Tieszen, Peg Chappars, 
Phyllis Chai, Ruth Huber, Sally 
Cooperrider, Serina Beauparlant

Big THANKS to Our Donors!

Grants and Corporate contributions
Apple, Horizons Foundation, Lam 
Research,  Silicon Valley Creates (County 
of Santa Clara)

Donations-in-kind:
Laurie Ellsworth, Eileen Hamper, Jan 
Blossom, Sally Cooperrider, Terry Shoup, 
and others. (We sincerely apologize if we 
left your name off the list.)

Thanks from the bottom of our musical hearts to the  
following donors for their support: 

 SALLY COOPERRIDER
 Attorney at Law
Family Law Mediation & Collaborative Law
 Estate Planning Probate

210 N. Fourth St., Suite 101  
San Jose, CA 95110

(408) 287-7717, ext. 12 
www.Cooperriderlaw.com



We  W i s h  Yo u  t h e  Me r r i e s t
—  First Half  — —  Second Half  — 

Enjoy refreshments provided for your enjoyment by 
our singers. 

For a small donation, you can get a unique holiday 
gift at our donation gifts table.

z Intermission z Additional  performers and contributors: 
Accompanist: Kathy Disney
Doug Forsyth (“Ring Those Christmas Bells”)

Veni, Veni Emmanuel
18th Century Latin Hymn, 9th Century Origin, 
Translated and arranged by Michael John Trotta

Thankful
 Words and music by Carole Bayer Sager, David 

Forster and Richard Page, arranged by Rollo 
Dilworth

Hotta Chocolatta
 Words and music by Milton Drake and Vic 

Mizzy, arranged by Kirby Shaw 

Somewhere in My Memory
  Words by Leslie Bricusse, music by John 

Williams, arranged by Mark Hayes

These Holy Lights (Hanerot Halalu)
 Written by Allen Shawn, commissioned by the 

Bennington Children’s Chorus

Vocal InFusion
 Seven Principles

 Written by Bernice Johnson Reagon

 Star of Wonder
 By Terre Roche, arranged by Eric Lane Barnes

 As Lately We Watched
 Traditional carol, arranged by Kirby Shaw

Let There Be Peace On Earth
 Words and music by Sy Miller and Jill Jackson 

Miller, arranged by Craig Courtney

Ring Those Christmas Bells
 Words by Gus Levene, music by Marvin Fisher, 

arranged by Ryan Murphy 
Doug Forsyth, additional piano hands

Amid the Falling Snow
 Words by Roma Ryan, music by Enya and Nicky 

Ryan, arranged by Audrey Snyder

Three Jazzy Bell Carols - Arranged by Jay Rouse
 Ding! Dong! Merrily on High
 16th-century French Carol

 Jingle Bells
 Words and music by James Pierpoint

 Jazzy Bells
 Music by Mykola Leontovych 

There’s Still My Joy
 Words and music by Melissa Manchester, Matt 

Rollings and Beth Chapman, arranged by Roger 
Emerson

Take Me Home
 Words and music by Kevin Olusola, Kirstin Maldo-

nado and Audra Mae, arranged by Roger Emerson
I’ll Be Home for Christmas
 Words by Kim Gannon, music by Walter Kent, 

arrad by Mark Hayes

We Wish You the Merriest
 Words and music by Les Brown, arranged by Mac 

Huff



Veni Veni Emmanuel - Ero Cras  
(I will come)
You will recognize the 18th century tune 
“O Come Emmanuel,” but this arrange-
ment combines it with a 9th century acros-
tic (first letter of names for the messiah) 
in a complex call and response. Composer 
Trotta’s program notes indicate “dialogue 
between supplicants and the creator, a 
combination of old and new, juxtaposing 
a personal longing for something still 
to come, with the steadfast assurance of 
something ever-present, yet not always 
seen.” The congregants are calling for the 
presence of spirit (translated as “the great 
I am”), and the response is heard - Eros 
Cras – I will come. And the reply, “Gaude” 
- Rejoice. Nancy

Thankful 
“Thankful” was written principally by 
Carole Bayer Sager, who has written songs 
for many singers, including Carole King, 
Aretha Franklin, and Neil Diamond. It 
was first recorded by Josh Groban on his 
“Noel” album in 2007. The song reminds 
us to be grateful, to help each other find 
our own light, bridge our differences, and 
to be the change that the world so much 
needs.  Sally

Hotta Chocolatta 
Not one of her best-known songs, Ella  
Fitzgerald recorded this whimsical, sassy, 
jazzy song in 1957 as a single when Latin 
Jazz rhythms became very popular. The 
composers, Milton Drake and Vic Mizzy, 

wrote popular songs in the 1930s and 40s; 
Drake composed the better-known Java 
Jive and novelty song Mairzy Doats, Mizzy 
later composed for TV and film, such 
as the theme for the Adams Family. Not 
specifically a holiday song, it will likely 
make you smile and want to dance in your 
seat, and might give you cravings for the 
admittedly medicinal brew (“When you’re 
going loco, You’re out of your cocoa”). 
And if you listen closely you may find it a 
bit risqué.   Nancy

Somewhere in My Memory
All of us know what an emotional time 
the holidays can be, especially when 
we are away from loved ones or they 
from us. “Somewhere in my Memory” 
captures those feelings. It was written by 
John Williams, American composer and 
conductor who has scored more than 100 
films, including ‘Jaws,’ six ‘Star Wars’ 
movies, ‘E.T.’ and the first three ‘Harry 
Potter’ films. There were two versions of 
the song, one for “Home Alone 1” and the 
one we are singing, written for “Home 
Alone 2: Lost In New York.” The song was 
nominated for an Academy Award for best 
original song and was also recorded by 
Bette Midler, the Boston Pops Orchestra 
and, most recently, by Michael W. Smith. 
 Marion

These Holy Lights (Hanerot Halalu)
On nearly every Jewish holiday, traditional 
songs are sung by young and old alike 
to celebrate and commemorate the 

Program Notes



importance of the day. These songs are 
deeply-seated in the Torah and tradition, 
but many have evolved to have important 
modern meanings and tunes. Hanerot 
Halalu is one of the songs that is sung 
right after the lighting of each night’s 
candles at Hanukkah. It is an ancient chant 
mentioned in the Talmud and reminds 
Jewish people of the sacred nature of the 
lights and of the Hanukkah miracles. The 
holiness of the candles derives from their 
being dedicated to the remembrance of the 
divine miracle of rescue from the Syrian 
Greeks and the minuscule remnant of oil 
that fueled the Temple’s menorah at its re-
dedication, lasting for eight days, instead 
of the one that had been expected.    Sue

Seven Principles
We celebrate the traditions of Kwanzaa, 
a week-long celebration held in the 
United States to honor and reconnect 
African Americans with universal African 
cultural and historical heritage. Each 
of seven principles of blackness 
(Nguzo Saba) are celebrated over seven 
days: Umoja (Unity), Kujichagulia (Self-
Determination), Ujima (Collective Work 
and Responsibility), Ujamaa (Cooperative 
Economics), Nia (Purpose), Kuumba 
(Creativity) and Imani (Faith). Joyous 
Kwanzaa!   Gloria

Star of Wonder
A simple, quiet, wistful little song brings 
into focus the choice a simple shepherd 
has to make — be conscientious and 
watch the flock, or wonder at the burden-
some responsibility.     Gloria

As Lately We Watched
This is what you get when you take a 19th 
Century Austrian Carol and give it a dash 
of Caribbean island flavor. It has rhythm, 
joy and spark!    Gloria

Let There Be Peace on Earth
In 1955 “Let There Be Peace on Earth” was a 
song about the dream of peace for the world 
and how each one of us could help create it.
The writers first introduced the song to a 
group of high school students representing 
diverse religious, racial, cultural, and 
economic backgrounds. The goal of their 
retreat was to create understanding and 
friendship. After leaving, many of the 
youth felt inspired to share the song in 
their homes and community. Before long 
the song was being sung in all fifty states 
and spread across the world. The Maoris 
in New Zealand sang it. The Zulus in 
Africa sang it. It was also turned into 
a children’s book. The original lyrics 
have been altered on many occasions for 
differing reasons, including for gender 
neutrality and secularity. Marion

Ring Those Christmas Bells
What is it about a ringing bell at Christ-
mas? The sound can evoke memories of 
family, hope, worship, solemnity – and…
fun, laughter &  good times! This song...
it’s definitely about a pure laugh-out-loud 
kinda joy – you know…merriment! The 
“lively celebration” of, in this case, Christ-
mas. The kind of bells we associate with 
merriment are typically of the “jingling” 
sort. Sleigh bells, and harnesses were orig-
inally made to attract good luck, protect 



against injury, disease and evil, flaunt the 
owner’s wealth and status and often made 
the horse that wore them shine! Even if 
you have only ridden in a sleigh once, you 
never forget the jingling, jangling, merry 
ride. We hope this song brings back some 
fond…and merry memories! Joanna

Amid the Falling Snow 
This song was written by the Irish 
composing team of Roma Ryan, who 
wrote the lyrics, and “Enya” Brennan 
and her producer Nicky Ryan (Roma’ 
husband) who wrote the music. The three 
artists have been collaborating musically 
since 1982, when they started composing 
soundtracks. That was when Enya began 
creating her characteristic sound of many 
layered voices, all of which she would 
sing herself. This song, from Enya’s 2005 
album “Amarantine” evokes the serenity 
of a night spent inside by candlelight with 
snow all around.       Sally 

Three Jazzy Bell Carols (medley)
Ding! Dong! Merrily on High!
This French Christmas carol first 
appeared as a secular dance tune 
composed by Jehan Tabourot in 16th 
century. George Ratcliffe Woodward, an 
English writer, was interested in church 
bell sounds and hence wrote the related 
lyrics.  Lily

Jingle Bells 
One of the best-known American 
Christmas carols in the world written 
and composed by James Pierpont in 
1857. The song was claimed to be writ-
ten for a Sunday school choir but his-

torians disputed this, saying that it was 
too “racy” to be sung by a children’s 
church choir back in its day. This is one 
of my 6-year old daughter’s favorite 
Christmas songs.  Lily

Jazzy Bells, AKA ‘Carol of the Bells’
This Christmas carol was composed 
by Ukrainian composer, Mykola Leon-
tovych in 1914. It was originally based 
on a traditional Ukrainian folk story, 
that a swallow flying into a household 
proclaims the bountiful year that the 
family will have. This popular carol has 
been arranged many times by artists and 
groups of various different genres: clas-
sical, metal, jazz, country music, rock 
and pop. It also has been featured in 
films, television shows and parodies. It’s 
delightful and fun to sing. Lily

There’s Still My Joy 
Most of us have experienced times when 
we were bereft and found some place in 
nature, a memory, or a ceremony or ritual 
that helped us heal our loss and grief by 
reminding us of a special time or holi-
day. This song, from Manchester’s 1997 
holiday album, “Joy”, was also recorded 
by the Indigo Girls in 2010. “It’s about 
the resurrection of hope in the midst of 
grief and stress,” Manchester explains in 
program notes. The song describes one of 
those times, where remembering the joy 
of Christmas Day offered hope: “I’m still 
here.” May we all share something that 
brings us joy during this season. Nancy

Take Me Home
This is a sweet catchy love song – 



beautifully recorded by the young popular 
Grammy award winning group Pentatonix 
(the song was written by three members 
of the group), who won the 2011 title of 
the television show Sing Off. There isn’t 
a lot more to be said other than we hope 
you enjoy our rendition of it. But if you 
get a chance to check out Pentatonix’ 
2015 version on Youtube, be sure to read 
the sweet comments by the young people 
who love the song (viewed over a million 
times), and those whose school choruses 
have sung the song as well. A window into 
the open hearts of our young people at 
their best. Nancy

I’ll Be Home for Christmas. 
“I’ll Be Home For Christmas” was 
written in 1943 and became a top 
ten hit. The song was thought to 
honor soldiers in World War ll who 
longed to be home at Christmas 
time. The authors claim that the 
song wasn’t specifically written for 
the armed forces but for anyone 
unable to be home for Christmas. 
When the authors pitched the song 
to people in the music business, 
they turned it down claiming it was 
too sad. But when Bing Crosby 
heard the song, he decided to record 
it. “I’ll Be Home For Christmas” 
has gone on to become a popular 
Christmas standard. Margaret

We Wish You the Merriest
Described as a secular Christmas 
choral –  as a “swinging 
Christmas song that’s positively 

brimming with Yuletide cheer.” It was 
first recorded by Les Brown and the All 
Stars in their 1961 All Star Christmas 
Album. It was popularized by Frank 
Sinatra, singing with Bing Crosby, on 
their 1964 recording with Fred Waring 
and his Pennsylvanians. It has remained a 
holiday standard through the generations, 
wishing us all the happiest, merriest, 
yule cheer and new year. The lyrics are 
only slightly repetitive: “merriest” and 
“happiest” are each repeated at least 28 
times (but please don’t count – just enjoy 
the sentiment).   Nancy
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