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A Comedy-Thriller in Two Acts
Written By Ira Levin

DEATHTRAPDEATHTRAP

You Won’t Want to Miss These Two
Thrilling Performances!

You Won’t Want to Miss These Two
Thrilling Performances!

Based on the Play “My Dinner with Andre” By Andre Gregory & Wallace Shawn
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Join the Chorus!
The members of Rainbow Women’s Chorus encourage you to join us and share in our joy 
of singing and entertaining. We welcome singers and volunteers. Rehearsals for our winter 
concert will begin in late August or early September. For more information visit our web-
site, www.rainbowwomen.org, or call (408) 603-9367.

Our Mission
Rainbow Women’s Chorus works together to develop musical excellence 
in an atmosphere of mutual support and respect. We perform publicly for 
the entertainment, education and cultural enrichment of our audiences and 
community. We sing to enhance the esteem of all women, to celebrate diversity, 
to promote peace and freedom, and to touch people’s hearts and lives.

Our Story 
In 1996 Silicon Valley Gay Men’s Chorus (SVGMC), then called the Leidermann, 
returned from the GALA (Gay And Lesbian Association) choral festival in Tampa 
so inspired that they wanted to host a GALA Festival here in San Jose. However, 
GALA required that both men and women needed representation. So Len Chandler, 
singer with the Leidermann, asked Lynne McLaughlin, former music director of 
the men’s chorus, if she would be interested in starting a  “Sister Choir” for them. 
In agreeing to do so, Lynne became the  music director of what the original singing 
members voted to name Rainbow Women’s Chorus. Our logo was designed by Lynne’s 
son, Tom McDonald.  

Rainbow Women’s Chorus is a nonprofit corporation governed by the Action Circle, 
a group which is dedicated to realizing the organization’s mission. Besides our 
concerts, RWC is also available to perform at church services, diversity celebrations, 
awards ceremonies, community meetings and private events.

Rainbow Women’s Chorus is a member of the Gay and Lesbian Association of 
Choruses (GALA). In 2000, RWC co-hosted, along with the Silicon Valley Gay 
Men’s Chorus, the GALA Festival in San Jose —10 days and over 5000 singers! 
Since then, RWC has participated in GALA Festivals in Montreal, Miami and twice 
in Denver. In 2006, members of RWC sang with a dozen other choruses at Carnegie 
Hall for a benefit concert and in 2010 we attended the Sister Singers Festival in 
Chicago. But we like it best when we are here at home, singing for you!



Rainbow Women’s Chorus Staff
Ruth Huber, Co-Artistic Director, Composer-in-Residence
Ruth Huber was instrumental in founding both RWC and Tapestry Singers 
(the Austin Women’s Chorus). She holds three music degrees, including a 
Master of Music in Composition from the San Francisco Conservatory, and has 
studied conducting at San Jose State University. Her compositions and songs 
have won awards from the American Choral Directors Association, the San 
Francisco ArtSong Competition, and the Austin Music Umbrella Songwriters 
Competition, and she receives commissions from choral groups around the 
country. A certified member of Music Teachers National Association, she 
teaches piano, serves as Music Director for Campbell United Congregational 
Church and resides in San Jose with her wife, Brenda Meng, and an assortment 
of adorable cats.

Betsy Wagner, Co-Artistic Director, Choralographer
Betsy Wagner has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Music Education with a dual 
major in voice and piano from Louisiana Tech University in Ruston, LA. 
She has recently retired from a 35 year-long career teaching music to K - 12 
students, including the past 27 years leading the choir program at Morrill 
Middle School in San Jose. Betsy has been singing with Rainbow Women’s 
Chorus since 1997 and has been co-director since 2000. She creates the 
choralography for RWC performances and, in the fall of 2003, helped found 
RWC’s small ensemble, Vocal InFusion. According to her mom, her natural 
musical ability showed up at the early age of two, when she played “Twinkle, 
Twinkle Little Star” by ear on her toy piano.

Kathy Disney, Accompanist 
Kathy Disney received a Bachelor of Music degree in Music Education
from San Jose State University in 2009 and a teaching credential
in 2012. She currently teaches general music to grades PreK-5 at The Ventana 
School, where she enjoys a daily dose of children singing, playing and dancing.  
She is a member of the American Orff-Schulwerk Association (AOSA) and the 
National Association for Music Education (NAfME) and can often be found 
at workshops playing nicely with other music teachers from around the world.  
For fun she also sings in the church choir and serves as substitute pianist at St. 
Jude’s, Cupertino. Kathy joined RWC in 2010 and is thrilled to be back from a 
two year hiatus in Southeast Asia. “One of life’s greatest joys is making music 
in a loving, inclusive community. RWC is my happy place.” 



SAY HELLO TO MELANIE DEMORE!   www.melaniedemore.com
Born in the Bronx, raised in Anchorage, folks moved all five kids 
to San Antonio, finished school, got out of Texas, kinda got off on 
being the only Black folk singer in Taos, N.M, then decided to get 
back into the mix, took all her stuff and moved to Oakland where 
she’s been for the last 21 years. Every town Melanie traveled 
became her teacher and an opportunity to hone her craft as a 
songwriter, troubadour, and an emissary of tolerance, kindness, 
and harmony through the sound of her golden voice.

She’s traveled the world, was a founding member of the Grammy 
nominated vocal ensemble Linda Tillery and the Cultural Heritage 
Choir, and is constantly amazed by her life. But nothing is closer 
to her heart than bringing people together wherever she is to 
experience the healing power of music. Whether she’s performing 
solo, leading stick pounding workshops , doing residencies with choirs all over the country 
or teaching Sound Awareness to sixth graders, baby boomers, or senior citizens, one thing is 
certain: her mission is to make sure you unlock the key to experiencing yourself in all your 
Glory and return home with the very same excitement and passion for living that she herself has. 
When she comes your way, her energy will charge the very air you breathe like a meteor shower, 
so get ready to rise up!

Known to the mothers of screaming babies as a human pacifier. Known to the parents of difficult 
children as the child whisperer, she transforms the raw energy of human beings into flowing 
rhythms, self empowering awareness, with a sweet top note of humor and not taking oneself 
too seriously. An admitted kid at heart, Melanie loves to inject her effervescent playfulness 

into traditionally serious forums and gatherings, 
reminding us to lighten up, step “out the way” 
and let our spirits do their dance.

She has been called to the bedsides of both 
newborns and those in transition. She has chanted 
and toned to awaken the newcomer into this world, 
and soothed many a weary soul about to pass, with 
praises and hymns for a life well lived.

Most likely the words to a song of hers that has 
been performed by choirs and choruses all over 
the world and has given hope and comfort to so 
many…”I’m sending you light, to heal you, to hold 
you…I’m sending you light, to hold you in love.”



Chorus Volunteers
Chorus Contact: Eileen Hamper
Databases: Marnie Singer 
Facebook Page: Marnie Singer
Grants: Margaret Lindberg and Eileen 

Hamper
Music Librarian: Gloria Perkins
Online Publicity: Roxanne Arnold
Performance Booking: Jan Blossom
Tax Returns and legal advice: Sally 

Cooperrider

Website: Greg Elmensdorp

Action Circle
(Board of Directors)
President: Maryalice Edson
Vice President: Larry Edson 
Treasurer: Laurie Ellsworth
Secretary: Eileen Soeder
Members at Large: 

Tracy Popenhagen 
 Kathleen Eagan 
 Jan Blossom

Sopranos                                                   
Amanda McClure 
Gloria Perkins †                                               
Eileen Soeder 
Eleanor Strong
Enid Stahl 
Jan Blossom  
Karen Parker † 

Kathleen Eagan
Kathy Disney
Margaret Lindberg 
Marjorie Pearson
Maryalice Edson †

Miki Ito
Roxanne Arnold
Ruth Huber*
Sari Van Otegham †

* Artistic Directors
† Vocal InFusion 

Altos
Betsy Wagner*
Eileen Hamper
Jan Peterson † 
Jean Hogan 
Joanna DeSa
Kathleen Stensrud 
Kim Daniel
Kim Wallace †

Laurie Ellsworth
Laurie Pepin †

Laurie Willis †

Liz Vogel
Marnie Singer
Meg Sanders 
Nancy Arvold
Sally Cooperrider

Singers Concert Volunteers
Choralography: Betsy Wagner
Printing: Laurie Ellsworth
Production Manager: Larry Edson
Program Design and Layout: Eileen 

Hamper
Sound: Charles Ryan 
Stage Manager: Brian Singer
Wardrobe Mistress: Jan Blossom
Program Notes composed by our 

singers.
Lobby Volunteers: Al, Winn, Larry 

Edson, Marion Steeg

In addition, members of the Chorus 
contributed to every aspect of 
producing this concert for you.

We also depend on the unflagging 
support of our friends, family, 
partners, and many others. We couldn’t 
do this without you! 



$500+
Kim Wallace, BW, Micki & Becky, 
Anne Hansen, Cathy McLain

$100 - $499
Bettie Owen, Brian Singer, Don 
Jolly, Eileen and Sher, Jan Blossom, 
Jan T. Guffey, Kate Engelberg, 
Katherine Dawson, Kathleen 
Eagan, Kathy Madden, Laurie 
Ellsworth, Laurie Pepin, Lynne 
McLaughlin, Meg Sanders, Margie 
Streuble, Michelle and Sarah, Mick 
Davoudian, Niki Davis, Renee Jones, 
Richard Nancarrow, Sydney Reader, 
Terry E. Shoup  

Contributors
Brian Kuhn, C. A. Looper, Carol 
(Anderson) King, Diane James, Ellyn 
Wood, Enid A. Stahl, Eric and Rusty 
Tooley, Gerri Hettenbach, Jackie 
Jolly, Jean Hogan, Al & Winn, Joanna 
Hill, John Haselden, Julie Ann Vargas 
Meneses, Katie Simonton, Kerry 
Newkirk, Lee Ann Slaton & Gary 
Schaffer, Linda and William Lucitt, 
Lois and Kenneth Gerchman, Lynne 
Miller, Margaret Lindberg, Marjorie 
Pearson, Mary Lyons, Maryalice 
Edson, Maureen Gray, Nancy Arvold, 
Nancy Tieszen, Peg Chappars, Phyllis 
Chai, Ruth Huber, Sally Cooperrider, 
Serina Beauparlant

Big THANKS to Our Donors!

Grants and Corporate contributions
Apple, Horizons Foundation, Lam 
Research,  Silicon Valley Creates (County 
of Santa Clara)

Donations-in-kind:
Laurie Ellsworth, Eileen Hamper, Jan 
Blossom, Sally Cooperrider, Terry Shoup, 
and orhers. (We sincerely apologize if we 
left your name off the list.)

Support the Arts
Rainbow Women’s Chorus and other 
arts organizations receive much 
valued support from Silicon Valley 
Creates, not only in grants, but also 
in training, guidance, marketing, 
fundraising and more. Silicon Valley 
Creates also manages LiveSV, an 
online, up-to-date listing of arts 
events in Silicon Valley. Visit them 
at www.livesv.com the next time 
you’re looking for entertainment. 
Horizons Foundation helps fund 
RWC with generous grants.

Thanks from the bottom of our musical hearts to the  
following donors for their support: 



BR AVE !
Songs of Unity and Courage

Oye 
Words and Music by Jim Papoulis 

The New Underground Railroad
Music and Lyrics by Gerry Tenney and Holly 
Near, Arranged by J. David Moore 

Fences
Words by Niel Lorenz, Music by Andre J. Thomas

Special Guest Performer,  
 Melanie DeMore  
ViF 
 Lineage

Words by  Margaret Walker,  Music by Andrea 
Ramsey

 Quiet
Words and Music by MILCK (Connie Lim), 
Arranged by MILCK 

Handlebar of Wings
Words and Music by Malcolm Dalglish

Endangered Species 
Words and Music by  Jeanne Pisano and Dianne 
Reeves, Arranged by Hans Kaldeway

Sisi ni Moja
Words and Music by Jacob Narverud

What Have You Done  
 to Lift Somebody Up? 
Music and Lyrics by Paul Thorn, new lyrics by 
Marie Elise Krulwich, Arranged by Steve Milloy

In Time of Silver Rain
Text by Langston Hughes, Music by Audrey 
Snyder

SIGNS: Voices from the Women’s 
March
 Words and Music by Ruth Huber

BRAVE!
Words and Music by Sara Bareilles and Jack An-
tonoff, Arranged by Audrey Snyder 

Melanie DeMore

Finale
Melanie DeMore  
and Rainbow Women’s Chorus 

—  First Half  — —  Second Half  — 

Enjoy refreshments provided for your enjoyment by 
our singers. 

z Intermission z

Additional  performers and contributers: 
Accompanist: Kathy Disney
Percussion: Reece Disney, Kim Wallace,  
 Amanda McClure, Betsy Wagner
Bass: Sally Cooperrider
Choralography: Betsy Wagner



Program Notes
Oye
While working in Mexico, Jim Papoulis the 
composer of our first piece, had the opportuni-
ty to work closely with children from econom-
ically challenged areas. The children spoke 
little English but were easily reached through 
the music and rhythms Mr. Papoulis played; 
when asked through a translator if they had a 
message they wanted to convey to the world 
in song, they answered simply: “To listen.” 
The translation of  “listen” or “listen up” is 
“OYE.”  Here is their request.  Meg

Translation
All alone, in the darkness
They are crying out for your help
They are hoping, they are dreaming
They are asking, for a chance to be heard.
Are you listening, can you hear their cries?

They are watching, they are listening
They are searching to fin their way
Can you see them, can you hear them calling
What their voices are trying to say.

The New Underground Railroad  
You’ve read stories and seen movies about the 
brave individuals who risked their own lives 
to help Black men and women make their way 
to freedom. You’ve heard countless stories 
about gentile families who harbored Jewish 
families they didn’t know at the risk of losing 
everything if they were caught. Have you ever 
wondered what you would do in those cir-
cumstances or during new atrocities? Would 
you be too frightened to risk your life for a 
moral cause? For the authors of this song, the 
choice is clear. For them, in any crisis, one of 
the stops of the “New Underground Railroad”  
“…is at my home.”  Margaret

Fences
Andre J. Thomas, Director of Choral Activities 
and Professor of Choral Education at Flori-
da State University, composed “Fences” for 
the Florida State University Women’s Glee 
Club in 2007. It has an unusual and rousing 
rhythm and is a strong simple statement about 
the destructiveness of borders and walls in 
the world. “Boundaries were not in the plan” 
when the universe was created from the 
“woven cloth of time.” His message is that 
humans forgot our connection to the earth and 
each other, but we have the power to end our 
divisiveness and declare “there shall be no 
fences.” Nancy

Lineage
Margaret Walker was an African-American 
woman whose poem, “Lineage,” refers to 
ancestry and woman’s suffrage, seen through 
the eyes and strength of her enslaved female 
grandmothers. Set to Andrea Ramsey’s music, 
the poem tells what they had to endure on a 
daily basis. In it Margaret compares herself 
to those women and feels that she is not as 
strong. While physically she may not have 
been, she was strong in her own way, showing 
her strength of character and her accomplish-
ments.  But aren’t we all a little too hard on 
ourselves?  At least some of the time?    
 Gloria
Quiet
The anthem, “Quiet,” addresses the question, 
How do you break the cycle of abuse, oppres-
sion and fear?  The brainchild of singer/song-
writer/poet MILCK (Connie Lim), “Quiet” de-
buted at the D.C. Women’s March in January 
2017.  It was the right song, at the right time, 
in the right place:  “I can’t keep quiet, no no 
no/ A one woman riot.”  The song “provided a 
clarion call for people of all races, creeds, and 



colors who have suffered and survived gal-
lantly in the face of trauma, trials, and tribula-
tions.” #ICANTKEEPQUIET  Gloria

Handlebar of Wings
More than a hundred years ago a whole culture 
of dreamers and inventers were studying birds 
and building flying machines. The Wright 
brothers started out building bicycles. Now 
you might think that’s a leap —bicycles to 
airplanes—but it’s not. Riding a bike, gliding 
along, balancing on two thin wheels barely 
touching the ground - that’s flying! Every one 
remembers that moment when the sheer fear 
of a wipe-out was replaced by the joyous ex-
hilaration of flight. “Look! No Hands!”            

This text was written by the composer, 
Malcom Dalglish, for a concert celebrating 
the centenial of flight and the Wright brothers’ 
invention of the airplane.

Endangered Species
Originally sung in 1993 by Dianne Reeves 
as a jazz/blues song, “Endangered Species” 
was adapted by Hans Kaldeway for women’s 
chorus in Europe. It has been sung by many 
women’s choral groups since then. The lyrics 
describe several of the oppressions women, 
particularly women of color, experience, 
and speak to the courage of standing up, and 
speaking up, in the face of oppression – “I 
sing no victim song...I know where my voice 
belongs.” The driving rhythm and repetition 
of the phrases will likely stay with you long 
after the song has ended.  Nancy

Sisi ni Moja
Ever clever, composer Narverud came up 
with a highly rhythmic celebratory compo-
sition. The title translates “We are one”, the 
theme being that all human beings have much 

in common. The energetic djembe sets the 
tone, the piano adds its own rhythmic design, 
and the singers deliver the message, at times 
sounding as though there should be a camp-
fire at the center of their circle. Great fun, a 
profound message, and an intriguing piece, 
this is a winner! Mr. Narverud directs several 
choruses and conducts choral clinics in the 
Kansas City area.

What Have You Done  
 to Lift Somebody Up?
This song was written and performed by Paul 
Thorn. The song reminds us of a time when 
more of us could be empathetic and could 
take the time to help those in need. This song 
talks about a mother losing her sons to war 
and about two lesbians trying to start a family. 
A staunch fan, writing on U Tube, put it this 
way: “We were blown away, not only by the 
band’s sound, but also by the smart/funny/
poignant lyrics, the positive message that life 
is all about love and people are pretty much 
the same deep down. It’s about loving your 
neighbor and the golden rule.”    
 Margaret
In Time of Silver Rain
The lyrics of “In Time of Silver Rain” are 
a poem by Langston Hughes included in a 
collection he chose himself shortly before 
his death in 1967. It celebrates the simple joy 
of springtime, quite a juxtaposition from his 
more widely known, often bitter work about 
Black experience in America. Audrey Snyder 
is a prolific choral composer. Her adaptation 
for chorus with piano accompaniment creates 
a melodic expression of the simplicity of the 
poem, repeating the phrases in a way that 
replicates the gentle flow of spring rain as the 
earth comes back to celebrate the wonder of 
abundant new life. Nancy



Signs
The Women’s March of January 21st, 
2017, was an historic, unprecedented 
outpouring of “nasty women and their 
friends” united in protest and burgeon-
ing hope for the future.  Sparked by a 
5-word Facebook post (“I think we should 
march”) thousands of activists, movement 
leaders, and ordinary people turned out 
in all fifty states and around the world. 
Because Rainbow Women’s Chorus had 
our twentieth year anniversary concert 
that day, I was unable to attend local 
events, but a friend sent me a link to a 
photo essay from the New York Times. I 
spent about 30 minutes perusing images 
of impassioned women and men, some in 
pink hats, all carrying an array of card-
board signs. I wrote down the messages 
that leapt out at me, and their voices 
began to sing, resulting in “SIGNS:Voices 
from the Women’s March.”  There were a 
few favorites that I had to leave out. From 

a boat in Antarctica: “Penguins for Peace” 
and “Seals for Science.”  And finally: “A 
nation is not defeated till the hearts of 
women are on the ground.” In these dark 
times, singing together keeps my heart 
aloft.  Ruth 

BRAVE!
“Brave!” is a popular pop song of the last 
few years, and it speaks very powerfully 
to our individual and collective challenge 
to identify and share our true thoughts and 
feelings. Being willing to “let our words fall 
out, honestly” improves our relationships, 
and banding together with others who share 
our beliefs in the service of political action 
is so important given the current state of our 
nation. Songwriter Sara Bareilles has craft-
ed an anthem about the power of bravery as 
expressed in honest speech and action, sorely 
needed now. Kathleen
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