






Our Mission
Rainbow Women’s Chorus works together to develop musical excellence in an atmosphere of 
mutual support and respect. We perform publicly for the entertainment, education and cultural 
enrichment of our audiences and community. We sing to enhance the esteem of all women, to 
celebrate diversity, to promote peace and freedom, and to touch people’s hearts and lives.

Our Story
Rainbow Women’s Chorus is a nonprofit corporation governed by the Action Circle, a group of 
women dedicated to realizing the organization’s mission. Chorus members began singing together 
in 1996, presenting concerts in venues such as Le Petit Trianon Theatre, the San Jose Repertory 
Theater, Triton Museum, Christ the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and the San Jose Center for 
the Performing Arts. The chorus also performs at church services, diversity celebrations, awards 
ceremonies, community meetings and private events.

Rainbow Women’s Chorus is a member of the Gay and Lesbian Association of Choruses and, 
with Silicon Valley Gay Men’s Chorus (SVGMC), was the proud co-host of GALA’s Festival 
2000 in San Jose. Since then, RWC has participated in GALA Festivals in 2004 (Montreal) and 
2008 (Miami) and we are excited to be participating in GALA Festival 2012 this coming July 
in Denver. In February 2006, members of RWC sang with a dozen other choruses at a benefit at 
Carnegie Hall in NYC, Timothy Selig conducting. In July 2010, RWC traveled to Chicago for the 
Sister Singers Women’s Choral Festival. At all of these festivals, RWC acquires new music, skills 
and new ways of performing to bring back to you, our favorite audience. 

Support the Arts
Rainbow Women’s Chorus and other arts organizations receive much valued support from Arts 
Council Silicon Valley, not only in grants, but also in training, guidance, marketing, fundraising, 
and more. Arts Council Silicon Valley also produces LiveSV, an online, up-to-date listing of arts 
events in Silicon Valley. Visit them at www.livesv.com for all of your entertainment needs. 

Please support Rainbow Women’s Chorus, SVGMC and other arts organizations with your 
generous donations. Keep the Arts alive! 

Join  the Chorus!
Our Chorus needs not only singers but also support staff and funding in order to continue to 
bring you beautiful music. The members of Rainbow Women’s Chorus encourage you to join 
us and share in our joy of singing and entertaining. 

Visit our web site, www.rainbowwomen.org, or call (408) 857-3138 or (408) 603-9367 for 
more information.



Ruth Huber, Co-Artistic Director, Composer-in-Residence
Ruth Huber was instrumental in founding both RWC and Tapestry 
Singers (the Austin Women’s Chorus). She holds three music degrees, 
including a Master of Music in Composition from the San Francisco 
Conservatory,  and has studied conducting at San Jose State University.  
Her compositions and songs have won awards from the American Choral 
Directors Association, the San Francisco ArtSong Competition, and the 
Austin Music Umbrella Songwriters Competition, and she receives com-
missions from choral groups around the country. A certified member of 
Music Teachers National Association, she teaches piano, serves as Music 
Director for Campbell United Congregational Church and resides in San 
Jose with her wife, Brenda Meng, and an assortment of adorable cats.

Betsy Wagner, Co-Artistic Director, Choralographer
Betsy Wagner has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Music Education with a 
dual major in voice and piano from Louisiana Tech University in Ruston, 
LA. She has been teaching music to students in grades K-12 since 1978. 
Since coming to the Bay Area in 1990, she has built an award-winning 
choir program at Morrill Middle School in San Jose. Betsy has been 
singing with Rainbow Women’s Chorus since 1997 and has been co-di-
rector since 2000. She creates the choralography for RWC performances 
and, in the fall of 2003, helped found RWC’s small ensemble, Vocal 
InFusion. According to her mom, her natural musical ability showed up 
at the early age of two, when she played “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star” 
by ear on her toy piano.

Kathy Disney, Accompanist 
Kathy Disney has a Bachelor of Music degree in Music Education from 
San Jose State University. She teaches general music to students in grades 
K-3 at Eaton and Collins Elementary Schools and serves as director for 
the children’s choir and substitute pianist/organist at St. Jude’s Episcopal 
Church in Cupertino.  She is a member of the National Association for 
Music Education and the American Orff Schulwerk Association, with a 
level II certification in Orff Schulwerk and has recently completed the 
requirements for the California teaching credential in music.  This is 
Kathy’s third year with RWC.

Rainbow Women’s Chorus Staff



Chorus Volunteers
Chorus Contact: Eileen Hamper
Fundraising: Margaret Lindberg,  

Eileen Hamper, Marjorie Pearson, 
Mary Edson and Bea Chun

GALA Coordinator: Joanna DeSa
Grant writers: Margaret Lindberg and  

Eileen Hamper
Membership Chair: Laurie Pepin
Music Librarian: Gloria Perkins
Performance Booking: Jan Blossom
Printing Services: Laurie Ellsworth
Tax Returns: Sally Cooperrider
Volunteer Coordinator: Kathleen Eagan
Wardrobe Mistress: Jan Blossom

Action Circle  
(Board of Directors)
President: Kathleen Eagan
Vice President: Laurie Pepin  
Treasurer: Laurie Ellsworth
Secretary: Kevin Brownstein 
Members at Large: 

Mary Edson  
Eileen Hamper

Staff: Stephanie Hancock, Bookkeeper
 Greg Elmensdorp, Web site

Sopranos 
Bea Chun 
Deborah Breitenbach
Gloria Perkins†                                                  
Jan Blossom 
Kathleen Eagan
Karen Parker†

Laurie Ellsworth 
Margaret Lindberg
Marjorie Pearson
Mary Edson
PJ Turnham
Ruth Huber*
Sari Van Otegham†

Teresa von Emster

Altos
Betsy Wagner*† 
Eileen Hamper
Janelle Crane
Jean Hogan 
Joanna DeSa†

Judy Kupfer
Kim Wallace†

Laurie Pepin†

Laurie Willis†

Marnie Singer
Nancy Arvold
Vilma Perry

*  Directors 
†   Vocal InFusion

Singers Concert Production Staff
Lobby Volunteers:  

June 16: Clio Hathaway, Kim Daniel,  
 Danni Mestaz, Joslyn Metzger 
June 24: Larry Edson, JoAnn Bray,  
 Amy Swain, Kevin Brownstein

Production Manager: Laurie Pepin
Program Cover Design and Layout:  

Eileen Hamper
Program Notes: Laurie Willis
Proofreading: K’Ailsa Rowan, Laurie 

Willis and many others.
Stage Manager: Brian Singer
Ticket Distribution: Nancy Arvold

In addition, all of the members of the 
Chorus contributed to every aspect of 
producing this concert for you.

We also always depend on the unflagging 
support of our friends, family, partners, and 
many others. We couldn’t do this without you!



$500 and up: Niki Davis, Micki Morales

$100 - $499: Bettie Owen, Carol 
Bartunek, Eileen Soeder and Sheryl 
Pask, Joyce Sogg, Kathleen Simpson, 
Lynne Keener, Lynne McLaughlin and 
Linda Agler, Richard Nancarrow, Steve 
Miller.

$50 - $99: Anne Prescott, Brian Kuhn, 
Diane James, Gladys Pearson, Margie 
Streuble, Marilyn & Richard Oehm, P. Gail 
Chesler, Paul Taylor and Tessa Moore, Jane 
Duffy & Carlin Jacoby, Velia Rios and 
Enid Stahl.

Supporters: Kate Engelberg, Barbara Ott, 
Bettye Reynolds, EC & Lorra Lee Wong, 
donors through ArtsChoice. 

Donations-in-Kind: Kim Wallace and Laurie 
Pepin, Laurie Willis, Laurie Ellsworth, 
Eileen Hamper, and Hobee’s Restaurants. 
Also, our singers donate their time and ma-
terials (printing, postage, office supplies, etc).

Grants from Arts Council Silicon Valley, 
corporate donations from Lam Research 
and Momentum Corporations.     

We sincerely apologize if we left your 
name off this list.

Our Generous Donors, THANKS!
Thanks from the bottom of our musical hearts to the following donors for their support:



Three Rounds
 Come into the Circle
    Music by Ruth Huber, Lyrics adapted from Israel Zangwill
 We Love our Eccentricity
    Music by Antonio Caldara, Lyrics by Kay Eskenazi
 A Million Nightingales
    Music by Linda Hirschorn, Lyrics based on a poem by Mahmoud Darwish

Every Long Journey
 Music by Ann Reed, Arranged by Thor Anderson

With the Earth, I Am One
 Words and by Amy Lowell, Music by Judity Herrington

No Ruby
 Words and Music by Andy Beck, Inspired by the words of Heinrich Heine

Altos’ Lament
 Words and Music by William Bowlus

Vocal InFusion
 Rain, Rain, Beautiful Rain
    Words and Music by Joseph Shabalala

 Here Comes the Sun
   Words and Music by George Harrison, Deke Sharon.

 Blue Moon
    Words and Music by Richard Rodgers and Lorenz Hart, 

 Arranged by Anne Raugh and Deke Sharon



 Additional Performance Credits
Choralography: Betsy Wagner and  Janelle Crane

Percussion: Kim Wallace, Joanna DeSa, Kathy Disney
Guitar: Deborah Breitenbach 

Cello: Janelle Crane

After the June 24th performance, please join us for a reception, with refreshments provided 
by the singers, friends, family and supporters of Rainbow Women’s Chorus. T-shirts and CDs 
will be available, with donations enthusiastically encouraged.

The drawing for the Kindle Fire will be held at this time; the winner need not be present to win. 
Thank you for coming!

    We Will Rock You
   Words and Music by Brian May, Arranged by Mark Brymer.

Omnia Sol
 Words and Music by Z. Randall Stroop

Queen of Myself
 Words and Music by Ruth Huber

Follow the Drinking Gourd
 Traditional Spiritual,  Arranged by Rollo A. Dilworth

Amani (A Song for Peace)
 Words and Music by Jim Papoulis and Jacques Sebisaho, edited by Francisco J. Nunez

Defying Gravity
 Words and Music by Stephen Schwartz, Arranged by Roger Emerson

Nigra Sum
 Words and Music by Pablo Casals

Born This Way
   Words and Music by Fernando Garibay, Stefani Germanotta, Jeppe Laursen, and Paul  

Blair. Arranged by Alan Billingsley. Recorded by Lady Gaga

 



Program Notes
Rounds

Come into the Circle
The lyrics of this round are adapted from a 
1903 poem by Israel Zangwill, an early 20th 
century writer and activist. The music, by 
our own Ruth Huber, was composed for the 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Berkeley.

We Love our Eccentricity
Kay Eskenazi is founder of “Pass It 
Around!,” a Bay Area non-profit agency 
that uses group-singing to support people 
who are elderly, chronically or terminally 
ill, suffering from chronic depression 
or anxiety, recovering from substance 
abuse, imprisoned, physically disabled or 
economically disadvantaged. This song, set 
to music of 18th century composer Antonio 
Caldara, celebrates the diversity of the 
people she sings with.

A Million Nightingales
Also anthologized in “Pass it Around!,” this 
lovely round is by Linda Hirschorn, who 
has been at the forefront of the Jewish music 
scene for many years, writing adaptations 
of liturgy and poetry, and conducting her 
ensemble, Vocolot. This song, included in 
Eskenazi’s songbook “Pass it On!”, is set 
to music of 18th century composer Antonio 
Caldara.

Every Long Journey
“Every Long Journey” is by Minnesota-born 
singer-songwriter Ann Reed, and appears on 
several of her albums. It was written for Ann 
Bancroft, the first woman to ski to the South 
Pole. It speaks of the courage it takes to follow 
a dream, one step at a time, supported by 
loving friends and family.

With the Earth, I Am One
The text for “With the Earth, I Am One” is from 
the poem “A Winter Ride” by American poet 
Amy Lowell, published in 1912. Judith Har-
rington’s uneven driving rhythms evoke images 
of a horse and rider galloping through the snow. 

No Ruby
Momentary dissonances sparkle like fine 
jewels, melodies s oar, and a shimmering 
piano theme weaves its way through this lush 
love song. 

Altos’ Lament
A women’s chorus is divided into two groups 
—the sopranos, who sing the high part (usually 
the melody), and the altos, who usually end up 
being the backup singers. This song pokes fun 
at this relationship, as the altos complain about 
the “crummy” parts they have to sing.

Rain, Rain, Beautiful Rain
“Rain, Rain Beautiful Rain” has been recorded 
many times by the award-winning South 
African acappella group Ladysmith Black 
Mambazo. It was written by the group’s 
founder, Joseph Shabalala. 

Here Comes the Sun
Composer George Harrison says, “It seems 
as if winter in England goes on forever; by 
the time spring comes you really deserve 
it.”  Harrison wrote this Beatles hit while 
wandering around Eric Clapton’s garden with 
one of Clapton’s guitars.

Blue Moon
This 1934 Rodgers and Hart classic has been 
recorded by numerous artists, including Mel 
Tormé, Billie Holiday and Elvis Presley. It 
speaks of the rare chance—“once in a blue 
moon”—of finding true love.



Song Translations
Omnia Sol:
Omnia sol temperat, absens in remota.
(The sun warms everything, even when I am far 
away.)
Ama me fideliter, fidem meam noto.
(Love me faithfully, and know that I am faithful.)

Amani:
French: Chante chante forte, pour la liberté
(Sing strongly of Peace)
Chante pour lar paix pour tout la monde
(Sing of Peace throughout the world)
Swahili: imbene wote n’sauti moja, amani
(with one voice, we all sing together)

Nigra Sum:
Nigra sum sed formosa, filiae Jerusalem;
Ideo dilexit me Rex, et introduxit me in cubicu-
lum suum,
et dixit mihi; Surge et veni amica mea,
jam hiems transiit, imber abiit et recessit,
flores apparu erunt in terrat nostra,
tempus putationis ad venit. Alleluia.

English version by Kenneth Sterne:
I am black, but comely, daughters of Jerusalem;
the King hath rejoiced in me, the King hath 
brought me into His very own chambers. He 
spake unto me; rise up, my fair one, and come 
away, my love.
Lo, for the winter is past and gone,
and the rain is over and gone, flow’rs appear on 
the earth, and the time of renewal is come.  Al-
leluia.

We Will Rock You
“We Will Rock You” was recorded by Queen 
on their 1977 album, “News of the World.” 
For the recording, they overdubbed the 
stomp-stomp-clap beat and added a delay 
effect to create the illusion of a crowd.  We’re 
depending on you, our audience, to help us out 
with this.

Omnia Sol
This hauntingly beautiful piece reflects the 
constant comings and goings in life and the 
human need to anchor words of love and 
commitment in the hearts of those we encounter 
along the way.  The song is macaronic, mixing 
two languages—English and Latin. 

Queen of Myself
“Queen of Myself” was commissioned by 
Linda Webster, who dedicates this song: “to 
women in mid-life, as we claim our power 
and true worth; to my partner Marion and my 
women’s circles in Austin, Texas; and to Donna 
Hennes, who named the third age of woman-
hood ‘Queen of My Self.’” 
It is inspired by material from Hennes’ book, 
including quotations from May Sarton, Helen 
Keller and the Queen of Sheba.

Follow the Drinking Gourd
The lyrics of this spiritual contain a number 
of “code words” used by the Underground 
Railroad to help slaves as they escaped to the 
north. The “drinking gourd” was a hollowed-
out gourd used to scoop water, but it also 
represented the shape of the stars of the Big 
Dipper pointing to the North Star, the direction 
of the journey toward freedom.
The “river bank” was the Tombigbee River 
in Alabama, where they would find dead 
trees marked with a drawings of a left foot 

and a peg leg. “There’s another river” refers 
to a continuation of the journey along the 
Tennessee River.

Amani (A Song of Peace)
“Amani” means “peace” in the Swahili 
language, which is spoken in the Congo, Africa, 
where peace is always a hope but rarely a reality. 



This song in French and Swahili speaks in 
both languages of singing together for peace.

Defying Gravity
This hit song from the musical “Wicked” 
speaks to our desire to break free, be 
ourselves, and fly. It is the finale from the first 
act, when Elphaba (aka the Wicked Witch of 
the West) discovers that the Wizard is not the 
heroic figure she had originally believed him 
to be. She vows to fight his sinister plans, 
enchants a broomstick, and rises above the 
stage in a special effects triumph of smoke, 
wind and light.

Nigra Sum
The Latin text of this song is love poetry 
taken from the Song of Solomon, arguably 
the most sensual book in the Bible. It may 

have been written about a darkly-tanned 
and beautiful woman living outside King 
Solomon’s palace with whom Solomon 
became enamored. The music by Spanish 
composer and cellist Pablo Casals reflects the 
romance and desire of such a relationship.

Born This Way
This 2011 hit by recording artist Lady 
Gaga has become a theme song for the gay 
community. Lady Gaga herself says, “You 
were not necessarily born in one moment. 
You have your entire life to birth yourself into 
becoming the ultimate potential vision that 
you see for you. Who you are when you come 
out of your mother’s womb is not necessarily 
who you will become. ‘Born This Way’ says 
your birth is not finite, your birth is infinite.”









Thank You!
To all of the Rainbow Women’s Chorus family—our singers, 
volunteers, board members, and artistic staff—thank you for 
all of your contributions to the chorus for the past 16 years. It 
is through all of your efforts that we can continue to touch the 
hearts and lives of our greater community. 
And to our audience, thank you for all of your support over the 
years. Paraphrased from the words of a friend, “Without you, 
this would just be another rehearsal.” 

With love, 
Kim Wallace, Past President, 
Rainbow Women’s Chorus


