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Our Mission

The Rainbow Women’s Chorus works together to develop musical excellence in an atmosphere 
of mutual support and respect. We perform publicly for the entertainment, education and 
cultural enrichment of our audiences and community. We sing to enhance the esteem of all 
women, to celebrate diversity, to promote peace and freedom, and to touch people’s hearts and 
lives.

Our Story
The Rainbow Women’s Chorus is a nonprofit corporation governed by the Action Circle, a 
group of women dedicated to realizing the organization’s mission. Chorus members began 
singing together in 1996, presenting concerts in venues such as Le Petit Trianon Theatre, the 
San Jose Repertory Theater, Triton Museum, Christ the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and 
the San Jose Center for the Performing Arts. The chorus also performs at church services, 
diversity celebrations, awards ceremonies, community meetings and private events.

Rainbow Women’s Chorus is a member of the Gay and Lesbian Association of Choruses and 
was the proud cohosts of GALA’s Festival 2000. RWC has participated in GALA Festivals in 
2004 (Montreal) and 2008 (Miami). In February 2006, members of RWC sang with a dozen 
other choruses at a benefit at Carnegie Hall in NYC, Timothy Selig conducting. In July 2010, 
members of RWC will attend the Sister Singers Women’s Choral Festival in Chicago.

Support the Arts
Rainbow Women’s Chorus and other arts organizations receive much valued support from 
Arts Council Silicon Valley and the City of San Jose, not only in grants, but also in training, 
guidance, marketing, fundraising, and more. Arts Council Silicon Valley also produces 
Artsopolis, an online, up-to-date listing of arts events in Silicon Valley. Visit them at www.
artsopolis.com. Horizons Foundation supports LGBTQ projects.

Please support Rainbow Women’s Chorus, Menharmonics, Silicon Valley Gay Men’s Chorus, 
Arts Council Silicon Valley, and other arts organizations with your generous donations. Keep 
the Arts alive! Visit www.rainbowwomen.org, www.svgmc.org, and  
www.ACSV.org .

Join  the Chorus!
						Our	chorus	needs	not	only	singers	but	also	support	staff	and	funding	in	
order	to continue to bring you beautiful music. The members of Rainbow Women’s 
Chorus encourage you to join us and share in our joy of singing and entertaining you. 

Visit our web site, www.rainbowwomen.org, or call (408) 374-5228 for more information.



Rainbow Women’s Chorus Staff
Ruth Huber, Co-Director, Composer-in-Residence
Ruth Huber was instrumental in founding both RWC and Tapestry Singers 
(the Austin Women’s Chorus). She holds three music degrees, including a 
Masters in Composition from the San Francisco Conservatory of Music, and 
has studied conducting at San Jose State University. Her compositions and 
songs have won awards from the American Choral Directors Association, 
the San Francisco ArtSong Competition, and the Austin Music Umbrella 
Songwriters Competition, and she has received commissions from choral 
groups around the country. She is a nationally certified piano teacher, serves 
as musician for the Metropolitan Community Church of San Jose, and 
resides in San Jose with her wife, Brenda Meng, and an assortment of adorable 
cats.

Betsy Wagner, Co-Director, Choralographer
Betsy Wagner has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Music Education with a 
dual major in voice and piano from Louisiana Tech University in Ruston, 
LA. She has been teaching music to students in grades K-12 for 28 years. 
Since coming to the Bay Area in 1990, she has built an award-winning choir 
program at Morrill Middle School in San Jose. Betsy has been singing with 
the Rainbow Women’s Chorus since 1997 and has been co-director since 
2000. She creates the choralography for RWC performances and, in the fall 
of 2003, helped found RWC’s small ensemble, Vocal InFusion. According to 
her mom, her natural musical ability showed up at the early age of two, when 
she played “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star” by ear on her toy piano.

Kathy Disney, Accompanist
Kathy Disney has a Bachelor of Music degree in Music Education from 
San Jose State University. She currently teaches general music to students 
in grades K-3 at Eaton and Collins Elementary Schools and serves as 
director for the children’s choir at her church in Cupertino. Kathy has 
accompanied both soloists and choirs for several years. She is a member of 
MENC (National Association for Music Education) and CMEA (California 
Association for Music Education), has achieved Level I certification in the 
Orff Schulwerk, and in the fall she plans to begin the California single subject 
teaching credential process for music.

Rainbow Women’s Chorus welcomes Kathy Disney to our family. She jumped 
right in with enthusiasm and energy and we are very glad to have her.



About Guest Chorus, Menharmonics

Founded in September 2009 by San José Choral Productions, Menharmonics is a men’s 
chorus dedicated to celebrating diversity and creating community through quality 
performance. As a gay-friendly chorus, its musical doors are open to any singers from 
the straight, gay, and transgendered communities who are interested in artistic standards, 
fellowship through music, and changing hearts and minds through song. As part of the SJCP 
family, Menharmonics strives to be the consummate men’s chorus in the South Bay through 
varied programming, and generosity through song. 

Daniel Hughes, Conductor

Daniel Hughes serves as Artistic Director of San José Choral Productions, 
leading the award-winning ensemble The Choral Project, as well as 
Menharmonics – a men’s chorus celebrating diversity through quality 
musical performance; and Amaranth – a versatile, vocal jazz ensemble.

He holds a Master of Arts degree in Conducting from San José State 
University. Awards include top prizes in the California International Choral 
Competition; the International Eisteddfod, Wales; the International Choral 
Competition, Gorizia, Italy; and California Arts Scholar Awards for piano 
and composition.

Collaborations include work with San José Chamber Orchestra, and 
Broadway composer and lyricist Stephen Schwartz. An accomplished 
composer/arranger, he has a choral series through Santa Barbara Music 
Publishing. His biography is featured in Who’s Who in America.

Doug Forsyth, Accompanist

Doug Forsyth is accompanist for and a founding member of 
Menharmonics. He graduated from Willamette University in Salem, 
Oregon with a Bachelor’s Degree in Music, concentrating in piano 
performance. He has been involved with the South Bay choral community 
for over ten years, accompanying several community choruses in that 
time, and until last year, Rainbow Women’s Chorus.



Our Generous Donors
Thanks from the bottom of our 
musical hearts to the following 
donors for their support:

Betsy Wagner, Debi Moses, Eileen 
Hamper, Jean Hogan, Judy Kupfer, 
Marilyn and Richard Oehm, Miki 
Morales, Ruth Huber, ArtsChoice, 
Chevy’s, and many mystery donors.

Donations-in-Kind: Donna Hazel, 
Kim Wallace and Laurie Pepin, 
Eileen Hamper, Hobee’s.

Grants from Arts Council Silicon 
Valley, the City of San Jose and 
Horizons Foundation

Matching funds from Becton 
Dickinson and EBay.

We apologize if we left your name 
off this list.

Chorus Volunteers
Chorus Contact: Eileen Hamper
Grantwriters: Margaret Lindberg and 

Eileen Hamper
Fundraising events: Donna Hazel
Music Librarian: Gloria Perkins
Performance Booking: Jan Blossom
Wardrobe Mistress: Jan Blossom 

Sopranos                                                   

Betsy Wagner*†

Gloria Perkins†                                                  
Jan Blossom† 
Margaret Lindberg
Marjorie Pearson
Michelle Alsop
PJ Turnham
Ruth Huber*
Sari Van Otegham†

Altos

Danni Mestaz 
Donna Hazel
Eileen Hamper
Jean Hogan
Joanna De Sa
Judy Kupfer
Kim Daniel
Kim Wallace†

Laurie Pepin†

Laurie Willis†

*  Directors 
†   Vocal InFusion
**On leave

RWC

RWC Action Circle  
(Board of Directors)

Kim Wallace, President
Margaret Lindberg, Vice President  
Eileen Hamper,Treasurer
Laurie Willis, Secretary
Donna Hazel, Member at Large
Kim Daniel, Member at Large
Staff: Stephanie Hancock,  

Bookkeeper

First Tenors

Johnathon Atwood
Ray James**
Brendan Mar
Steve Miller
Lucio Ortíz

Second Tenors

German Bauer
Michael Crow
Frank Fenton**
Michael Fouquette
Gary Jones
Ryan Nakagawa
David Neuman

Baritones

Dale Crandall
Gabriel Luchs
Jacques Maitre
Christian Villegas
Clay Walton-Hadlock
Paul Weis
Vince Wucherer

Basses

Keith Byron
David Garcia
Bruce Halen**
Kenny Porush**
Steve Proo
Chris Steres
Alex T. Strife

Menharmonics

Singers



Concert Production Staff

Cast Party Arrangements: Donna Hazel

Chorus Liaisons: Laurie Pepin and Rusty 
Tooley

Concessions Manager:  
Saturday: Jefferson Malone  
Sunday: Heather Hartter

Lobby Ticket Sales: Al Bonvouloir and  
Winn Crannell

Production Manager: Gloria Perkins

Program cover design: Daniel Hughes
Program layout: Eileen Hamper, with help 

from Daniel Hughes

Sound: Johnson Digital Audio

Stage Manager: Niki Hutson

And of course, we always depend on the 
unflagging support of our friends, family, 
partners, spouses, and many others.

Menharmonics Key Staff

Daniel Hughes, Artistic Director &  
Conductor

Rusty Tooley, Managing Director

Doug Forsyth, Accompanist

David Neuman, Communications Coordinator

Kenny Porush, Membership Coordinator

Johnathon Atwood, Executive Director, San 
Jose Choral Productions

Menharmonics thanks our many donors 
for their contributions during the last twelve 
months. In addition, we are especially grateful 
to Arts Council Silicon Valley, Marilyn 
Crandall, Mike Crow, Michael Fouquette, 
Amy Himes, Diane James, Los Gatos United 
Methodist Church, Jefferson Malone, Kristina 
Overcashier, San Jose Choral Productions, 
Vince Wucherer, and the singers of The Choral 
Project for their support during our first season.



Rainbow Women’s
 Chorus

14938 Camden Ave, Suite 61 
San Jose, CA 95124

(408) 374-5228
www.rainbowwomen.org

Rainbow Women’s Chorus thanks 
our granting organizations
Arts Council Silicon Valley
and Horizons Foundation

for their continuing support.

We couldn’t do this without
their help.

THANKS!





Rainbow Women’s Chorus

Oye 
Solo: Danni Mestaz

A Change is Gonna Come 
Solo:  Ruth Huber  

I am Being Woven   

I Run For Life 

If You Want To Sing Out, Sing 
Out 

Heal the World 
Solos: Gloria Perkins, Kim Wallace

Stone Circles (Vocal InFusion)

Set

Be the Change You Want to See
(Combined Choruses)

Music and words by Jim Papoulis

Music and words by Sam Cooke,  
arranged by Jay Althouse

Music and words  by Amy F. Bernon

Music and words  by Melissa Etheridge,  
arranged by Chad Weirick

Music and words by Cat Stevens (Yusuf 
Islam) arranged for RWC by Ruth Huber

Music and words by Michael Jackson,  
Arranged by Andy Beck

Music and words by Anne Lister,  
arranged  by Lonnie North

Music and words by Stephen Hatfield

Music and words by Ruth Huber. Based 
on a quote from Mohandas Karamchand 
Gandhi

INTERMISSION

A Change is Gonna Come

Enjoy refreshments provided by the singers, friends and family of Rainbow Women’s Chorus and 
Menharmonics. The coffeecake has been generously donated by Hobee’s. 



 Performance Credits

Menharmonics

Freedom Come
Solos:  David Garcia, Paul Weiss, Michael Fouquette, 
Christian Villegas, Keith Byron, Johnathon Atwood 

So Pretty

Carmina Ricotta
Solos:  Jacques Maitre, Lucio Ortíz, Clay Walton-
Hadlock 

The 23rd Psalm

We Rise Again
Solos:  Alex T. Strife, Keith Byron

Sansa Kroma (Combined Choruses)

	

Rainbow Women’s Chorus

Defying Gravity
Solos: PJ Turnham and Michelle Alsop 

Parade   

Why We Sing (Combined Choruses)
Solo:  Joanna De Sa
Descant: Ruth Huber, Marjorie Pearson, Lucio Ortiz 
and Johnathon Atwood 

Music and words by  Ben Allaway 

Music and words by  Leonard  
Bernstein, arr. Daniel Hughes  

Words and music by  Eric Lane Barnes 

Music and words by Bobby McFerrin 

Music and words by Leon Dubinsky, 
 arranged by Stephen Smith 

Akan playground song,  
arranged by Felicia A. B. Sandler

Music and words by Stephen Schwartz, 
arranged by Roger Emerson

Music and words by  Eric Lane Barnes 

Music and words by Greg Gilpin

 Piano for Rainbow Women’s Chorus: Kathy Disney
Piano for Menharmonics: Doug Forsyth

Choralography: Betsy Wagner

Percussion: Betsy Wagner, Daniel Hughes, 
Kim Wallace
ASL Signer: Tony Lewis



Oye
Jim Papoulis conducts songwriting workshops 
with disadvantaged children all over the globe. 
When asked what they wanted to convey to the 
world, one group of inner city schoolchildren 
from Acapulco answered simply “Listen” (Oye.)

The composer says: “When I hear this song 
performed, I am suddenly transported back to 
the streets where these children walk, go to 
school, live with little, and dream; they dream 
that somehow, somewhere, their small voices 
will be heard.”

A Change is Gonna Come
Sam Cooke was known as “The King of 
Soul” for his unmatched vocal abilities, 
entrepreneurial skills, and pioneering influence 
on modern popular music.

Released after his untimely death at age 33, 
“A Change is Gonna Come” is generally 
regarded as his greatest composition and one 
of the signature anthems of the Civil Rights 
movement. President Obama paraphrased the 
song in his victory speech; “It’s been a long 
time coming, but tonight, because of what we 
did on this day, in this election, at this defining 
moment, change has come to America.”  

I Am Being Woven
Amy Bernon used the metaphor of basket-
making to “represent growing up/ time passing/
life moving along” from a young person’s 
perspective. “The basket starts as raw material 
and is slowly and steadily woven to form a 
whole entity. A child is ‘young and new’ and 
grows into a ‘whole’ adult. Both basket and 
person come to completion with the patient 
guidance and the ‘stories and songs’ of the 
elders.”

I Run for Life
Rock star and iconic gay and lesbian 
activist, Melissa Etheridge has been 
nominated fifteen times and won two Grammy 
Awards for her mixture of confessional lyrics, 
pop-based folk-rock, and powerful vocals. 
The inspirational rock ballad “I Run for Life” 
describes both her personal battle with breast 
cancer and her desire to encourage others 
living with the disease.

If You Want to Sing Out, Sing Out
Cat Stevens, (now Yusuf Islam) is a singer-
songwriter, multi-instrumentalist, educator, 
philanthropist, and prominent convert to Islam. 

Several brushes with death (tuberculosis as 
a young man and a near-drowning in 1976) 
contributed to the strain of spirituality as well 
as joy running through his music. “If You Want 
to Sing Out, Sing Out” was one of nine songs 
Stevens contributed to the 1971 movie Harold 
and Maude, a black comedy which became a 
cult classic celebrating the free spirit. 

Heal the World
With multiple Grammies, American Music 
Awards and the estimated sale of 750 million 
records world-wide, Michael Jackson earned 
the title of “King of Pop.” The first African-
American entertainer to amass a strong 
crossover following on MTV, he was one of the 
most successful, controversial and influential 
entertainers on the popular music scene for 
over four decades. “Heal the World” was the 
biggest hit from his 1991 album, “Dangerous.” 
Originally inspired by a conversation 
with Jane Goodall about the 
plight of chimpanzees, 
it evolved into a song 

Program Notes



about his hope for a better world for children.  
In 1992 Jackson created the Heal the World 
Foundation, which sent millions of dollars 
around the globe to help children threatened 
by war, poverty, and disease. He considered it 
his most powerful song, and it was sung at his 
memorial service in 2009.

Set
This is a whimsical and jazzy tribute to the 
dizzying pace of technological change in 
modern life.

Stone Circles 
The haunting melody and harmonies of British 
composer Anne Lister’s Stone Circles hearkens 
back to the megalithic stone monuments 
found throughout Western Europe. The song 
speaks of our interconnectedness, reminding 
us that one person’s actions have an impact on 
everyone else.

Be The Change You Want to See
This piece was inspired by a public talk given 
by Alice Walker, the famed author of ‘The 
Color Purple’ and Jack Kornfield, a founding 
member of Spirit Rock Center in Woodacre, 
California, and one of the key teachers to 
introduce Theravada Buddhism to the West. 
The composer writes: “As they spoke about 
their individual journeys at the intersection 
between spirituality and political process, I 
began thinking about the teachings of Gandhi, 
and the enormous legacy of leaders influenced 
by him.” Most of those included in the piece 
are well-known, but a few might need more 
introduction.

Bayard Rustin, a lifelong pacifist, traveled 
to India to study Gandhi’s teachings. He 
counseled Martin Luther King to dedicate 
himself to the principles of non-violence and 
served as King’s main advisor and mentor 

throughout his early activism.  Although he 
was the main organizer of the 1963 March on 
Washington, his influence was largely behind 
the scenes, because leaders of the movement 
demanded that King distance himself from 
Rustin’s open homosexuality, support of 
democratic socialism, and his former ties to 
the Communist Party USA. Undeterred, Rustin 
remained an activist, and went on to become an 
outspoken advocate for gay rights in the latter 
part of his career. He was also an accomplished 
tenor vocalist, earning two music scholarships 
and performing with such luminaries as Paul 
Robeson and Josh White.

Aung San Suu Kyi is a Burmese opposition 
politician and General Secretary of the 
National League for Democracy. In 1990 Suu 
Kyi was elected Prime Minister as leader of the 
winning National League for Democracy party, 
but even before the elections she was detained 
under house arrest. Although free to leave 
the country, she would not be permitted to 
return, and has remained under house arrest in 
Myanmar for almost 14 years.  She has told her 
captors, “I will not leave, and I will not hate 
you.” Suu Kyi was the recipient of the Rafto 
Prize and the Sakharov Prize for Freedom of 
Thought in 1990, and the Nobel Peace Prize in 
1991.

Rigoberta Menchú Tum is an indigenous 
Guatemalan, of the K’iche’ Maya ethnic group. 
Menchú has dedicated her life to publicizing 
the plight of Guatemala’s indigenous 
peoples during and after the 
Guatemalan Civil 
War (1960–
1996), and 
to promoting 
indigenous rights 
in the country. A 



recipient of the 1992 Nobel Peace Prize, she 
went on to help found the Nobel Women’s 
Peace Initiative in 2006, and she travels around 
the world speaking to youth as a member of 
PeaceJam, an organization whose mission is 
“to create young leaders committed to positive 
change in themselves, their communities and 
the world...”

Defying Gravity
This hit song from the musical Wicked speaks 
to our desire to break free, be ourselves, and fly. 
It is the finale from the first act, when Elphaba 
(aka the Wicked Witch of the West) discovers 
that the Wizard is not the heroic figure she had 
originally believed him to be.  She vows to 
fight his sinister plans, enchants a broomstick, 

Texts and translations
Oye

Esta solo, llorando
en silencio, en la oscuridad
Esta soñando, deseando
con esperanza, por la opportunidad.

Escuchalos, escuchalos, ellos te llaman.

Escuchalos, miralos
escucha lo que tratan de decir
Estan en busquedad, del camino
pequeñas voces llamandote.

All alone, in the darkness
They are crying out for your help
They are hoping, they are dreaming
They are asking, for a change to be heard.

Are you listening, can you hear their cries?

They are watching, they are listening
They are searching to find their way
Can you see them, can you hear them calling
What their voices are trying to say.

If You Want to Sing Out, Sing Out (sing-along)

Well if you want to sing out, sing out!
And if you want  to be free, be free.
Cause there’s a million things to be,  
You know that there are.

And if you want to live high, live high!
And if you want to live low, live low.
Cause there’s a million ways to go,
You know that there are (repeat)

 Words & Music by Cat Stevens © Copyright 1971 Cat Music Limited.  All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.

and rises above the stage in a special effects 
triumph of smoke, wind and light.

Parade
This “uptempo, funny, uplifting song” about 
one of the LGBT’s most cherished institutions 
was a written by the renowned Eric Lane 
Barnes, Assistant Artistic Director of Seattle 
Men’s Chorus. Part of Eric’s SMC duties 
include directing and writing for Captain 
Smartypants, a vocal comedy group that brings 
down the house at every GALA Conference 
concert with their wit, musicianship, and comic 
timing.

Why We Sing
This stunning ballad by Greg Gilpin needs no 
further explanation!



Join us at Chevy’s 
after our Sunday performance 

or have lunch there before the performance.
Chevy’s will donate a percentage of the proceeds 

to Rainbow Women’s Chorus, so enjoy lunch or dinner  
and help support, RWC at the same time!

Pick up a flyer in the lobby for Chevy’s to credit RWC.
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PIANO LESSONS 
Songs  and Compos it ions  

For Concert  or Spec ial  Occas ions  

 
RUTH HUBER,  NCTM  
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